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For the Panoplist. 
FAMILIAR SERMONS. No. XI. 


Joun x, 9. By me, if any man enter in, he shall be saved, and shall go 
in and out, and find pasture. 


By many figurative representations does our Savior display his own 
character, and the duties and privileges of his people. ‘The custom 
which prevailed in those eastern countries which were the scene of his 
labors, of conveying instruction in figures, was well suited to the gra- 
dual and cautious manner, in which, it was the design of the Christian 
economy that the Messiah should be revealed. ‘l'o those who were 
prepared to receive the truth, this method of teaching was most forci- 
ble and striking. The meaning intended to be conveyed, might readi- 
ly be apprehended by all humble inquirers after the will of God. To 
such it was given to know mysteries of the kingdom of heaven. And 
none were liable to be deceived, but the proud, and such as were wise 
in their own conceit. In accordance with this practice, therefore, 
and the better to accomplish the purposes of his mission, our Savior 
communicated a great proportion of his instructions, both ta his dis- 
ciples and others in parables, and on some occasions, as the historian 
informs us, without a parable he spake nothing. 

In the context, this Divine ‘Teacher exhibits himself as the door of 
the sheep; as the medium of entrance, into the visible church, and into 
pussession of the blessings of salvation. While he discourages, in the 
most decided manner, all expectation of being saved in any other way, 
he affords the strongest ground of confidence, even his own word, that 
all such as come in by the door shall not only partake of the blessings 
of his eternal kingdom, but shall enjoy the privileges and consolations, 
which belong to its subjects in the present world. 1am the door : 
by me, if any man enter in, he shall be saved, and shall go in and out 
and find pasture.” 

In illustrating this gracious promise, it is proposed to consider 

I. The terms on which the blessings included in it, are of- 
fered, and 

il. The blessings themselves. 

I. The terms of the promise. 

‘By me,” says Christ, “if any men enterin, he shall be saved.” 
This language correspont!s with the tit*e which he assumes. Having 
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called himself a door, it was necessary to represent the connexion 
between himself and the faith and salvation of believers, by the terms 
entering in by the door. ‘This act is rendered necessary to salvation. 
They only who shall come in by the door, who shall make Christ the 
medium of their entrance, can hope to reap the benefit of the promise, 
All who attempt to climb into the enclosures of his empire, in any 
other way, are proved, by that attempt, to be thieves and robbers, and 
of course, to have no title toits blessings. ‘The same sentiment is 
inculcated by Christ when he declares himself to be the way, and as- 
serts that no man cometh tothe Father but by him. Christ is indeed 
the only way of approach to the Father. Through him alone can sin- 
ners find access, either to his throne of grace, or tu his love. ‘The 
whole world lieth in wickedness; all have sinned and come short of the 
glory of God. Hence it is impossible for a holy sovereign to regard 
them in any other light, than as rebels and enemies. ‘They have vio- 
lated his law. His righteous authority has been contemned; and the 
whole human race have become guilty before God. Now Christ is 
the appointed door of entrance to a reconciliation. In him, God is 
reconciling the world unto himself, not imputing unto them their tres- 
passes. He was wounded for their transgressions, he was bruised for 
their iniquities, the chastisement of their peace was upon him, and by 
his stripes they may behealed. All these representations receive am- 
ple support from the lively oracles, by which we are also taught, how 
important a part is taken by Christ in the salvation of his people, and 
on What terms they are to derive advantage from his mediation. From 
the Scriptures it is manifest, that to all who are saved by him, he is 
wisdom, righteousness, sanctification and redemption. He is indeed, 
the only foundation, For, says the apostle, other foundation can no 
man lay than that is laid, whichis Jesus Christ. He begins, carries 
on, and perfects the work of grace in the heart. ‘The believer lives, 
because Christ lives in him. Heis a branch of the living vine, a 
member of the glorious head. Severed from him he is withered and 
lifeless. But how, it may be proper to inquire, is that connexion with 
Christ, from which proceeds all this benefit, produced? This is the 
principal point to be illustrated under this head of discourse. We 
answer, that this connexion is produced by faith. In this consists the 
entrance into the door. ‘The nature of this connecting principle by 
which believers become entitled to the inheritance of Christ’s people, 
may be ascertained from the various forms under which it is repre- 
sented by the inspired writers. Coming to Christ, receiving him, 
building on him, and several others, are terms indiscriminately used 
on this subject, by the great Teacher himself, and his disciples. Still, 
they are all involved in the act of believing. ‘This is the term there- 
fore, most frequently used by all the writers of the sacred volume. 
The language of Christ is full and explicit. ‘For God so loved the 
world, that he gave his only begotten Son, that whosvever believeth in 
him should not perish, but have ev erlasting life.” And again, «fle 
that believeth on him is not condemned—He that believeth on the Son 
hath everlasting life; and he that believeth not the Son shall not see 
life, but the wrath of God abideth on him.’? This was also the senti- 
ment of the apostles. In this way were the Phillippian jailer aud others 
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instructed. Repentance towards God, and faith toward the Lord 
Jesus Christ, was the burden of their preaching, and the substance of 
their epistles. In the latter, Christ is declared to be the end of the 
law for righteousness unto every one that believeth; and those who 
are in him are pronounced free from condemnation. Being justified 
by faith, says the apostle Paul, we have peace with God, through our 
Lord Jesus Christ. Andto the Ephesians, «By grace are ye saved 
through faith.” On_ the truth of this doctrine, the same apostle ex- 
presses his readiness to hazard the salvation of his soul. His lan- 
guage is, ‘I count all things but loss for the excellency of the know- 
ledge of Christ Jesus my Lord, for whom I have suffered the loss of 
all things, and do count them but dung that I may win Christ, and be 
found in him not having mine own righteousness, which is of the law, 
but that which is through the faith of Christ, the righteousness which 
is of God by faith.” Faith in the Savior is, therefore, the term on 
which an interest in his salvation is to be sought and obtained. Dis- 
carding every other ground of justification before God, the sinner 
must rest upon the atonement of Christ. He must come to the Father 
in his name, making mention only of his righteousness. By such a 
faith, the testimony which God has given of his Son is credited, and a 
proper estimation is placed upon his character and righteousness. By 
faith then, let us seek the salvation of the Gospel. ‘Through this door 
let us enter, and let us not vainly imagine that it will be equally safe 
and scriptural, to endeavor to climb up some other way. 

Il. We are now to contemplate the blessings, which the promise in 
the text connects with believing in Christ. 

The first is salvation. «By me,” says the author of the promise, 
«ifany man enter in, he shall be saved.” This will be the infallible 
result of that union to Christ which is effected by faith. ‘He that be- 
lieveth shall be saved.”” Though the word salvation is used in the 
Scriptures, with frequent reference to the final deliverance and tri- 
umph of believers in the world to come, it is not necessarily confined 
to these blessings. The promises of God equally secure his people 
from every thing, even here, that shall be injurious to them. No 
good thing, says the promise, will he withhold from them that walk 
uprightly. All things shall work together for good to them that love 
God, to the called according to his purpose. ‘They shall be saved from 
all those enemies that are permitted to assault them in their earthly 
pilgrimage. Especially shall they be delivered from the bondage of 
their corrupt affections, and of the adversary of souls. Sin shall no 
more have dominion over them; and although the adversary may 
anxiously desire to have them that he may sift them as wheat,, yet he 
will not be suffered to prevail. The temptations with which he an- 
noys them may be effectual to disturb their peace, and for a season to 
turn them aside from the path of duty. ‘The remaining depravity in 
their hearts, is but too well suited to strengthen these enticements, and 
were it not for the divine aid vouchsafed in every difficulty, they 
would be drawn away into final apostasy. But out of all these troubles 
the Lord will deliver them, because they have trusted in him. He 
will, in like manner, be their defence against every spiritual enemy, 
Though a troop should rise up against them, they will eventually 
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overcome. ‘L'lirough their own weakness and imperfection, they may 
stumble and even fail; but they shall not be utterly cast down; the 
Lord upholdeth them with his hand. 

But velievers will also be saved ina still higher sense, they will 
experience an everlasting salvation, In the present world, their 
deliverance from sin is but partial. The body of sin and death still 
presses them down. Notwithstanding the highest degrees of purifica- 
tion attained, they groan being burthened. ‘Lhe sorrows tvo of this 
impertect state, are but partially removed. ‘The continuance of sin 
both entails and requires the continuance of sorrow. ‘The supports of 
religion may console, and in this way sustain, the afflicted spirit; yet 
they do not remove the affliction. ‘To the rewards of a future state it 
is reserved to wipe away. all tears from the eyes of the redeemed. 
There believers in Christ shall be saved from all sin and sorrow. 
When they bid farewell to the scenes of mortality, they will experi- 
ence a complete and final emancipation from every unholy affection of 
heart, and from all that is included in the curse of the law. The song 
of triumph may be heard from their lips even here. While they pass 
down into the valley of the shadow of death, how often do we hear 
them exclaim, ‘¢O death where is thy sting? O grave, where is thy vic- 
tory’? But whatever circumstances may attend their departure from 
this world, (for the gloom of despondency may, perhaps, in some instan- 
ces, shut out the light aid joy of hope even to the last.) their passage 
into the next will place them at an infinite remove from every atfllic- 
tion, and introduce them into the high felicity of heaven. ‘1 give unto 
them,” says the Divine Shepherd, ‘eiernal hfe, and they shall never 
perish, neither shall any man pluck them out of my hand.” Nor is 
mere deliverance from evil, all that belongs to the salvation of the 
Gospel. ‘The positive good, the glory that will be revealed in the 
subject of this salvation, must also come into the account. An “eter- 
nal weight of glory” belongs to their inheritance. ‘When he who 
is the believer’s lite, shall appear, then,” says an apostle, ‘shall we also 
appear with him in glory.” And, says another, “it doth not yet ap- 
pear what we shall be; but we know, that when he shall appear, we 
shall be like him, for we shall see him as he is.” But after the highest 
flights of imagination, aided too by the language of inspiration, when 
we attempt to contemplate the felicity of heaven, and especially to 
search the full measure of eternal glory, we see through a glass dark - 
ly. In heaven alone believers will see face to face. There they will 
behold the glory of God; will be ravished with his beauty: and, while 
they gaze upon his untold perlections, they will be changed into the 
same image, from glory to glory. ‘Blessed indeed are they that do 
his commandments, that they may have right to the tree of life, and 
may enter in through the gates into the city.” 

There is still another part to the inventory of blessings connected 
with the promise tn the text; ‘*He shall go in and out, and find pasture.” 

The first part of the promise respects principally a deliverance from 
evil, or at most, these enjoyments that belong to a future state. This 
embraces more especially the happy state of believers in the present 
world. Their inheritance is not merely negative, nor in reversion. 
Eternity ‘alone can present their rewards in a proper light. Still, 
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even here, they are privileged above the common lot of mortals. They 
go in and out and find pasture. By this figurative language we are 
to understand a participation of the ordinances of the Gospel. ‘These 
are the medium through which flow into the bosoms of the people of 
God, the richest consolations. They are the channels through which 
proceed both their strength and their comfort, their joys and their im- 
provement. ‘They that wait upon the Lord shall renew their strength, 
they shall mount up with wings as eagles, they shall run and. not be 
weary, they shall walk and not faint.” God may indeed afford to his 
people the blessings immediately flowing from religion, without the 
intervention of ordinances. Still, these are the ordinary means of 
divine communications. These are his plenteous pastures, through 
a careful attendance upon which, his people become fat and flourishing. 
‘‘He maketh me,” says the Psalmist, “to lie down in green pastures: 
he leadeth me beside the still waters.” In these fresh and exuberant 
pastures, the people of God find repose, provision, and refreshment. 
To the weary and burthened soul, the rest of the Gospel is sweet. 
And what can be more needful for such as are burthened with a sense 
of their sins, and almost exhausted with cares and conflicts? In these 
pastures weary pilgrims will find repose. ‘They may not slumber, 
and slacken their exertions in the divine life. ‘’o watch anc pray are 
duties which our, Savior himself has connected together. But though 
they may not find rest from their conflicts with their spiritual enemies, 
they may find restin them. «I sat down’ says the Spouse, «sunder his 
shadow with great delight, and his fruit was sweet to my taste.” In 
these pastures too, humble believers will find provision. Are they 
hungry and thirsty? here they may feed upon the bread and water of 
life. Through these channels are conveyed those previsions which 
are necessary to support and invigorate the soul. Such a believing 
attendance upon divine ordinances as discovers Christ in them, and 
as feeds upon him, must strengthen the holy desires and purposes of 
the new man, and contribute rapidly to advance the people of God to 
the stature of perfect men in Christ Jesus. Flere they will find 
their worldly attachments dissolved, their feeble resolutions strength- 
ened. Their hungering and thirsting alter righteousness, will be suc- 
ceeded by ample supplies of spiritual nourishment. No longer feeble 
and sickly, for lack of that sustenance which is suited to their spiritual 
nature, they will go from strength to strength, until they experience 
the full blessedness of that gracious promise of Christ to those who 
hunger after righteousness, that they shall be filled. 

In these pastures also, believers find refreshmer!. They are not 
only supported, but comforted; not merely strengthened, but exhila- 
rated. In whom,” says an apostle, “though now we see him nof, 
yet believing, we rejoice with joy unspeakable and full of glory.” 

The last thing we shall notice in the inheritance promised in the 
text, to those who. believe in Christ, is the freedom and liberty with 
which the pastures of divine grace are enjoyed. “They shall go in 
and out and find pasture.” They shall have free access to all the 
means of improvement and happiness. No standing afar off; no Jine 
of demarkations, like that which surrounded the mountain of Sinai, 
and forbad the too near approach of the children of Isracl, they shall 
be permitted to come near, even to the inner chambers of the divine 
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presence and love. The chief shepherd himself shall lead them into 
the green pastures, and beside the still waters. While strangers shall 
be admitted with limitation, and caution; they shall be indulged with 
full liberty. ‘There are no seasons when they shall be excluded, none 
When they shall be considered as intruders. 


“There they may find a settled rest, 
(While others go and come, ) 

No more a stranger, or a guest, 
But like a child at home.” 


Let us improve the subject. 

1. By inquiring whether we are experimentally acquainted with 
this freedom and liberty. 

All who enter into the Gospel Kingdom through the door, will not 
only be saved, but are even now, brought into the liberty of God’s 
children. Let us seriously inquire whether we possess this evidence 
of our adoption. Can we approach the throne of grace with humble 
boldness, and with a filial spirit, take the place of children, and call 
God our Father? Do we find ourselves at home, while in the enjoy- 
ment of divine ordinances: and can we in every duty and privilege 
go in and out and find pasture? If we possess this freedom, we shall 
not manifest the shyness of intruders, or of strangers. We shall not 
feel disposed to wander from one pasture to another, but in the pas- 
tures of divine grace, shall seek a settled residence. Here shall we 
make our home. 

2. Weare reminded by the subject of the great importance and value 
of divine ordinances. 

These are the medium through which God communicates spiritual 
blessings, the pastures in which his people are strengthened and _re- 
freshed. By these, those who wait upon the Lord in their closets, in 
the sanctuary, aud at the sacramental board, shall increase their 
strength. ‘They shall flourish in the courts of the Lord. But pre- 
sumptuous must be the hopes of those, who expect to obtain spiritual 
good, while they live in the neglect of ordinances and means of grace; 
who live without prayer, disregard the sacred Scriptures, and prac- 
tically treat with contempt the worship of God’s house. They stray 
away from the pastures of the Lord, and hope to find solid provision 
while they feed upon the husks of the world. Forsaking the bread of 
heaven, and the fountain of living waters, they hew out to them- 
selves broken cisterns, which, however much they may promise, only 
render them more sure of perishing in the end. Happy would they 
be, were the ordinances of the Gospel the objects of their delight. 
Here, under the guidance of the great Shepherd, they would be feasted 
with those substantial provisions, by which the sheep of his pasture 
are refreshed. ‘They would grow in the divine life: their holy pur- 
poses would be strengthened. And while others were famishing for 
that sustenance which is suited to the necessities of the soul, they 
would be waxing stronger and stronger in the grace of Christ Jesus, 
and be rapidly advancing to that state of perfection in holiness which 
is the blessed inheritance of all the people of God. 

§. Let the subject be concluded with an exhortation to sinners fe 
seek the blessings of salvation through the atonement of Christ. 
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He is the door; by him alone admission is to be obtained. What- 
ever may be our feelings respecting him, there can be salvation in 
no other way. Nonecancome to the Father but by him. In this way 
then are sinners invited to seek for salvation. He stands as an open 
door. Will any attempt to climb up some other way? In vain will be 
all other schemes. ‘They will prove not only insufficient, but ruinous. 
Your refuges of lies, O sinners, will prove only as dreams in the nigiit. 
Like the early dew, they will all vanish before the fire of divine indig- 
nation, and you will be left defenceless and hopeless. ‘There is no 
other name under heaven, given among men, whereby any can be 
saved, but that of Christ. There is no other righteousness but his. 
Believe in him and you will be saved. But he that believeth not will 
be damned. Soon, if you refuse to enter, the door will be shut, 
and though you may begin to stand without, and to pray for admission, 
there will be no entrance. Seek the Lord then, while he is to be found; 
call upon him while he is near. 


Yor the Panoplist. 
ON DISAPPOINTMENT. 


Tne constitution of man and the present world, and the relation of 
both to a state of retribution, render the gratification of many fuman 
wishes impossible. The natural desire for happiness impels him to 
seek it; and the wayward propensities of his mind direct the pursuit 
in wrong channels. ‘The earliest attempts at selfish indulgence, are so 
obviously hostile to the enjoyment of others, that little difficulty is 
found in acknowledging the mischievous designs of children. As 
readily is it allowed, that some evil exists, both in the intentions and 
conduct of those of riper years, whenever the execution of their schemes 
comes in contact with our own. But the concession is not so readily 
made, when the inquiry regards the common occupations of men, and 
the temper with which they are managed; especially when it concerns 
ourselves, our habits, our plans of operation, and the host of unsated 
wishes which daily spring up in our own bosoms. 

Among the causes of disappointment I mention only the following. 

An attempt to accomplish objects unattainable, either in their own 
nature, or rendered so by our condition. ‘The ideot who fancies him- 
self already a king, or the sick man who dreams he shall be one, is 
quite as likely to see his fancy become a fact, or his dream a reality, 
as many reputed sober men, whose expectations bear no proportion to 
their means. Many persons imagine that they shall one day be rich; 
but while indulging this pleasing reverie, no calculation is made on the 
obstacles in the path to wealth, nor provision of instruments or powers 
to surmount those obstacles. Indeed, those who entertain such ex- 
pectations seem to forget the essential meaning of the term. It docs 
not occur to them that the possession of wealth by one, creates neces- 
sary poverty in many; and that the envied distinctions of property 
would cease, the moment a large share of it could be possessed by all. 
if that were possible. A similar remark would apply to the seekers e! 
office, of power, and of fame. 
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The acquisition of the desired possession is beyond the reach of 
multitudes from the limited capacities which Providence has given 
them, or from their want of opportunities to exercise the powers which 
they have. Granting to the advocates of human improvement all they 
reasonably demand, concerning the extent to which a perfect educa- 
tion would carry its subject, lL am not prepared to assent to the extrav- 
agant proposition, that all capacities were made originally equal. 
While some have the strength to climb high, others, from native im- 
becility, must remain in a humbler altitude, or creep on the surface. 
Opportunities to display the full onergy of the powers they possess, are 
granted to very few. 

Another source of disappointment is the unsatisfactory nature of 
human attainments. ‘The complaint, that the enjoyment of imaginary 
good never equals the picture drawn by anticipation, is too often made 
to need a repetition here. The child that chases his own shadow, will 
as soon overtake it, as the soul, which pines for substantial enjoyment. 
will find it in a world, whose permanent Character is vanity, and 
whose fairest promises are delusive. 

Of the effects of disappointment, one, I believe, is common to most 
men. ‘The failure of an expected pleasure in one course stimulates, 
for a while, the eager pursuit in a different, and the unhappy man flies 
from one field where he has sustained a defeat, to another in which he 
promises himself a better reception. If the early expectations were 
sanguine, and the objects of them of considerable importance to the 
individual, the disastrous event which has laid his hopes in the dust has 
probably, also, diminished the energy of his mind, and somewhat 
relaxed that firmness of purpose, which he may have formerly pos- 
sessed. 

The consequences, hewever, of the ineflicacy of our trials to obtain 
rest on earth, are widely different in the mere man of the world, the 
slave to his pleasures, from those which flow out of similar external 
occurrences to the man who is crucified to the world, and counts its 
glory but dross. ‘To the former, an unsuccessful project is a terrible 
disaster. In the ruin of his schemes he sees the pillars of his happi- 
ness successively torn away, and amid the surrounding devastation, 
his labors and hopes find a common grave. Unable however to obtain 
satisfaction in idleness, he is hurried along in the current of labors, 
each leaving the desired object as far out of sight as when he com- 
menced his course, His temper is soured, and he becomes a fretful 
complainer of the allotment of things, or in sullen silence broods over 
his misery, and if possible, would sometimes escape the society and 
the reach of beings whom he has felt to be false and faithless. On the 
other hand, the soul whose treasure is in heaven must likewise meet 
afflictions, but for him they have lost their sting. A bitter cup cannot 
indeed be made delightful to the taste; for by such a transformation it 
would lose both its essence and its name; but more than half its bitter- 
ness is extracted by the soothing cordials mingled with it by the hand 
of divine mercy. Knowing that his disease is dreadful, the sufferer 


will rejoice, even in his pain, that the Great Restorer has a remedy ot 


sovereign power, and that his wisdom and faithfulness will administer 
it to his dear children, though their ignorance, and reluctance to en- 
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dure a momentary anguish, may induce them to shrink from the appli- 
cation. ‘To the heart of the humble believer, this single promise, that 
scall things shall work together for good: to them who love God,” im- 
parts a more substantial support, a surer consolation, than all the 
maxims of pagan morality. Zz. Y. 


REVIEWS. 


CXXII. A sermon, preached at the ordination of the Rev. John Gorham Pai- 
frey, to the frastoral care of the church in Brattle Square, Bosion, June 
17,1818. By HLxripHacerY Porrer, D. D. Pastor of the first church in 
Roxburuv. Boston: Jonn Eliot. pp. 30. 


WuatT constitutes a good sermon, is a question, which every man 
claims the right of deciding for himself, without asking aid from critics 
and reviewers. Wuile we would by no means invade the province of 
private opinion on this subject, we cannot forget, that it is our privi- 
lege and duty to offer our own views, occasionally, respecting those 
discourses, which are deemed by their authors sufficiently important 
to be given to the public, through the press. ‘The fathers of the 
American pulpit, and their most distinguished successors, have ac- 
counted that preaching the best, which is most adapted to make men 
«wise unto salvation.” ‘Their sermons have not been decked with pert 
and puerile ornaments, nor with any of the trappings of affected ora- 
tory. Often, indeed, their style has been defective, not merely in 
elegance, but in the more important qualities of perspicuity and 
strength. But there is no ostentation in saying, that our charches 
have been favored with preachers not a few, who, in regard to sound- 
ness of doctrine, richness of thought, and fervor of evangelical feeling, 
have scarcely been surpassed by the divines of any other country, 
since the days of the apostles. «By their fruits shall ye know them.” 
If the value of a preacher’s labors are to be estimated by the Christian 
intelligence and piety of his hearers, our Mathers, and Tennents, and 
Edwardses, would not suffer by comparison with the distinguished 
preachers of any age. 

A perversion of the public taste, in respect to the ministrations of 
the pulpit, is necessarily prejudicial to the interests of religion. When 
Baxter and his associates, in the reign of Charles the second, were suc- 
ceeded by a sct of cold, political moralists, the light of the English 
church became darkness; darkness, indeed, that was felt by many who 
‘wept in secret places;” but which was relieved only by the feeble 
light reflected from other countries, tili the sun burst from this «dismal 
eclipse” in the ministry of Whitefield. We have no reason to fear, 
that the lax theology of our own country, unaided, as it must be, by 
civil proscriptions and penalties, can ever succeed to silence the voice 
of truth in our pulpits. But we ought not to regard with indifference 
the struggles for ascendency, which this system has maintained in the 
heart of New England; and the efforts, which it still makes, te decry 
the great and peculiar doctrines of the Gospel. Among these efforts, 
we are sorry to say, we cannot but rank the sermon which is the sub- 
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ject of our present animadversion. Its reverend author, as our read- 
ers will recollect, was introduced to their notice, on a former occasion, 
in the pages of the Panoplist.* 

it is but justice to acknowledge, that, in speaking of themselves, 
the gentlemen of the liberal party have adopted a language, of late, 
less assuming than they have formerly been accustomed to employ. 
But while we have great pleasure in commending this increase of 
modesty, or rather this diminution of arrogance, without claiming any 
credit to ourselves for the change, we suspect that these gentlemen 
still cherish an unabated hostility to what we consider as the essential 
truths of the Gospel. 

Whether the sermon before us furnishes any ground for this opinion, 
our readers will judge, as we proceed. ‘The text is Matt. vii, 28, 29. 
And it came to pass, when Jesus had ended these sayings, the people 
were astonished at his doctrine: for he taught them as one having author- 
ity, and not as the Scribes. 

The preacher, after some general remarks on the character of our 
Savior, as a religious instructor, proposes the following method of 
discourse: 


“First, to take a view of the contents or matter of the sermon referred to in 
our text, and some other of the principal evangelical discourses recorded in the 


New Testament. And then 
Offer to your consideration some inferences and reflections arising from the 


subject, or invited by the occasion.” pp. 5, 6. 


The preaching of Christ, as a pattern to his uninspired ministers, 
is, to say the least, subject enough for one sermon; and it is a subject 
which we could wish to see, much oftener than we have seen, made the 
topic of instruction In ordination sermons. We will only suggest. in 
passing, that if the object of Dr. P. in the present case, required him 
to combine the preaching of the Apostles, in the same view, a happier 
selection of a text might have been made. 

Before we proceed in our remarks, it is necessary to cast our eye 
forward a little, that we may ascertain what is the real object of this 
discourse. In declaring this object, the preacher’s language is sufli- 
ciently guarded and indefinite. The following is a specimen. 


“Thus various, practical and important are the contents of the sermon on the 
mount; and it cannot have escaped our notice, that on many subjects, much in- 
sisted on by some, there is a profound and continued silence, which is scarcely 
Jess instructive, than what is actually expressed.” pp. 11, 12. 


And again, speaking of the same sermon on the mount, he says, it 
abounds in 


“Doctrines than which none more interesting and important can be named; 
and which, I cannot but believe, would be far more instructive and useful topics 
of a sermon, than those which are so much imsisted on by some in their public dis- 
courses.” p. 21. 


Most of our readers we presume will admit, without scruple, that 
Christ was a better preacher than some others; and even that he main- 


* See Pan. for July and Ang. 1810. 
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tained «a profound and continued silence” respecting subjects, «much 
insisted on by some.”” When we have proceeded a tew pages farther, 
however, the preacher condescerds to shed a little light on our path, by 
which we may discern that ‘ihe five points, as they have been called,’ 
ave the things he means; and, of course, we must infer that they who 
ssinsist”? on these, are the “some,” who are not altogether what they 
should be. 

But to be serious: the whole argument of this sermon, turns on the 
siigle point, that uninspired preachers ought to imitate the model of 
Christ and the Apostles. Here we cheerfully agree with Dr. Porter. 
But in determining who are conformed to this model, the first step is 
to determine what the model is. So essential is it to fix this point, 
that, throughout the conclusion of the discourse, Dr. P. assuines, as 
he must, to preserve the appearance of argument, that he has given a 
éfair and impartial” account of this sacred standard of preaching. ie 
does not indeed pretend that this account is «complete and perfect” — 
and certainly there was no occasion to repeat every word which these 
inspired teachers uttered. But it was important to exhibit the general 
tenor of their preaching; and this the sermon before us professes to 
have dune. 


‘The account which I have thus given of the preaching of our Savior and his 
Apostles on some of the most important occasions, that occurred in the course of 
their public ministry, though not complete and perfect, is, I trust, -fair and im- 
partial; at least lam Conscious that nothing has been knowingly misrepres« nied, 
or kept out of view, through design. M- object has been, not to impart t» my 
hearers any information of which I could suppose them not already possessed, 
but to bring to their distinct recollection, and place before them in one col.ected 
view, the principal examples of Gospel preaching recorded in tne sacred Scrip- 
tures.” p. 18. 


Now our serious charge against the writer of this sermon is, that he 
has misrepresented,” we do not say knowingly or through design” — 
but that he has egregiously misrepresented the preaching of Christ 
and the Apostles, 

In making good this charge we will follow his own method, and 
begin with the preaching of Christ. 

The serinon on the mount, as a system of Christian ethics, exhibits 
a purity and elevation of sentiment, as much superior to the best sys- 
tems of Pagan morality as the heavens are higher than the earth. 
Even a heathen emperor* so much admired the golden precept; 
**Whatsoever ye would that men should do unto you, do ye even the 
same unto them.” that he inscribed it on the walls of his palace, and 
quoted it in his judicial decisions. 

But we have supposed, that readers of the New Testament, learned 
and unlearned, do not consider this sermon as designed to exhibit all 
the doctrines and duties of the Gospel. It was delivered at the begin- 
ning of our Lord’s ministry. The hearers were chiefly Jews, whose 
minds were so wrapped up in the darkuess of vague traditions, that 
they were not prepared to receive the Gospel. Accordingly the great 


* Alexander Seyerus. 
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object of this sermon was to restore the spiritual claims of the divine 
law on the heart, both as to the extent of its obligations, and the 
motives to obedience. This could not be done without sweeping away 
the expectations of M essiah’s temporal kingdom, and that endless train 
of superstitions, which made ail religion to Consist in external observ- 
ances. With this simple key, it is easy to understand, not only the 
diversified precepts and doctrines of this admirabie discourse, but the 
reason why our Lord did not then introduce many truths, which he 
taught on subsequent occasions. 

But what is Dr. P.’s opinion of this sermon on the mount? After a 
commentary on it, which concludes by teliing us that it observes ‘a 
profound and continued silence, on many subjects, much insisted on by 
some,’ he adds, 


“But, perhaps, it will be said, that the Gospel dispensation was not yet fully 
introduced, nor the time come when the Christian religion in its most peculiar, 
and essential doctrines, was to be preached and pubiished to the world. That 
the time might not have arrived for the decl+ration and proof of certain im- 
portant facts. which had not yet transpired, will be readily acknowledged; but 
that he who was divinely anointed to preach the Gospel to the poor, should not 
clearly and frequently inculcate the truths that constitute tne peculiar excellence 
and glory of his religion, is more difficult to be conceived.” p. 12. 


We would thank this reverend author to tell us whether the Messi- 
ahship of Christ, is a doctrine, or a fact; and whether or not, it is 
‘sessential” to Christianity? When these queries are answered, 
another arises; why were the disciples mere than once charged to 
‘stell no man” that he was the Christ? Verhaps the reply may suggest 
a reason why this doctrine, for such doubtless it must be called, was 
not declared in the sermon on the mount. ut that we may justly 
estimate the paragraph above cited, let us compare it with another, in 
which the writer, pursuing the principle that doctrines are to be gen- 
erally tried by the inspired standards of preaching, says, 


“For this purpose we will take a list of articles mentioned by the author of th 
epistle to the Hebrews, as some of tne principles of tae doctrine of Christ. This 
list, though short, is, I believe, the longest we have from the pen of any sacred 
writer. It contains the doctrine of repyntance from dead works, of faith toward 
God, of. the resurrection of the dead, and of eternal judgmenr; besides two cx- 
ternal rites, baptis‘n and laying on of hands.* Now it will be at once perceived, 
that nearly all these particulars are either expressiy taught, or evidently recug- 
nised, vin the inspired examples of preaching, which have been under consider- 
ation.” p. 24. 


From the manner, in which this passage is introduced, it seems, 
that the doctrines of repentance, faith, the final resurrection and the 
judgment, are to be “admitted and received by all”’—as being “some 
of the principles of the doctrine of Christ;” and doubtless Dr. P. will 
admit that these are among «the traths that constitute the peculiar 
excellence and glory of his religion.” But he must be aware that, 
excepting one allusion to the judgment, these doctrines are not men- 


* We take the author’s interpretation of this passage as it is, without being responsible f 
its accuracy. 
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tioned in the sermon on the mount. Assuming then, as he does, that 
Christ’s model of preaching is to be sought only in this sermon, he is in 
this plain dilemma; either first, Christ did not mean «to inculcate the 
truths” of his own Gospel, nor to have them «insisted on” by others: 
or, secondly, the above named doctrines do not belong to the Gospel. 

This dilemma is not to be avoided by saying that the #posiles preaci- 
ing was alluded to in the close of the last quotation; for, it seems, it 
must be «difficult to be conceived” by Di. Porter, how he, who was 
divinely anointed to preach the Gospel to the poor,” should have been 
«silenv” respecting doctrines, which it was proper for apostles to +in- 
sist on.”’?, Nor can the escape be made under such saving clauses as 
are several times repeated «doctrines expressly taught, or clearly im- 
plied.” 'Vhough we have no difficulty in admitting the principle of 
legitimate construction and inference; it badly comporis with the ob- 
ject of the preacher in this case; for when he has fairly opened the 
door of implication and inference, who can promise, that some of these 
odious “five points” will not thrust themselves in¢ 

Besides, in the sermon on the mount, nothing is said of baptism, or 
the Lord’s supper, or of praying in Christ’s name. Shall we say, 
then, that Christ taught nothing, .respecting these? Apply the same 
principle to the sermon of President Edwards “on eating with an ex- 
communicated person;’? and how soon is it proved, that this great 
preacher observed a ‘profound and continued silence”? respecting 
justification by faith, and the general resurrection? Apply it to the 
life of Christ as the pattern of iis people; and his example, according 
to the time fixed upon as the standard, will show that it is the duty of 
Christians to pray “all night”—or will show that it is their duty never 
to pray. 

We are aware, that the writer of this sermon excused himse}f, at 
the commencement, from the attempt to illustrate the whole character 
of our Savior as a religious instructor. This he had a right to do; 
but having done it, his sweeping conclusions should have been cut 
down in the same proportion, with the narrow ground of his premises. 

In his introduction, the preacher had very justly remarked, as to 
the effect of Christ’s public discourses on his hearers, that «they were 
pleased, or offended, or astonisiied.” That they were ¢astonislied” we 
are told at the close of the sermon on the mount. That some of them 
were ‘offended’ too at that sermon is quite probable, though this is 
not declared. Butif Dr. P. had seen fit to devote one of his thirty 
pages to this purpose, he might have alluded to many striking in- 
stances, where the hearers of. Christ were ‘offended.’ To notice 
only two or three. When he preached in the synagogue at Nazareth. 
he was listened to with wonder for a season, but at length **ail they in 
the synagogue were filled with wrath; and rose up and thrust him out 
of the city, &c.”” What was the reason of this resentment? A plain 
exhibition of a doctrine, which has filled many “with wrath”’—to this 
day,—the doctrine of «divine sovereigniy.”? In another case, the Jews 
sought to kill Christ, because he said, in his preaching too, “that God 
was his Father; making himself equal with God.” In another case, 
they “took up stones to stone him”—beeause he said in a public dis- 
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course, in the temple; “Before Abraham was I AM.” If the Jews 
had been as learned and liberal as some modern critics, instead of 
being angry at this declaration of his immutability and self-exisience, 
they would have understood him only to say, that he existed before 
Abraham, in the decree of God, and so to affirm nothing of himself, but 
What was true of Judas, and of all other men. 

Daring another long discourse, which Christ delivered in the syna- 
sogue, at Capernaum, we are told that «the Jews murmured;”’—tuat 
*ehis disciples murmured; and finally that «many of his disciples 
went back, and walked no more with him.”? Among the offensive 
doctrines of this sermon, weve the following: “Ali that the Eaiher 
giveth to me shall come to me.” And this is the Father’s will, that 
of all which he hath given me, I should lose nothing.” **1 am the bread, 
which came down trom heaven.” “Noman can come unto me, except 
the Father which hath sent me, draw him.” Surely this sermon had 
«spoints;”’ if not exactly five,” it had the same “points,” that have 
always penetrated and pained the human heart. Dr. Priestley’s ex- 
pedient to blunt one of these points, is not a little curious. Concerning 
those words of our Savior; «*What and if ye shall see the Son of Man 
ascend up where he was before?” this champion of liberal Christianity 
says, ‘though not satisfied with any interpretation of this extraordi- 
nary passage,” yet “I would not build an article of faith of such mag- 
nitude, [as the pre-e.vistence of “sie on the correctness of John’s 
recollection and representation of our Lord’s language: and so strange 
and incredible does the hypothesis of a pre-existent state appear, that 
sooner than admit it, | would suppose the whole verse to be an inter- 
polation, or that the old Apostle dictated one thing, and his amanuensis 
wrote another.”’* 

Now these Jews, if they had been adepts in the refinements of mod- 
ern criticism, could not so well have explained the evidence of their 
own cars into an interpolation: but in all cases of this sort, they had a 
shorter expedient;—to accuse our Lord of blasphemy. 

During another discourse of Chrisi, which was delivered in the fem- 
ple, at the feast of dedication, the Jews *stook up stones to stone him,” 
and accused him of “blasphemy.” ‘The immediate cause of their 
anger, may be seen in his declaration concerning his sheep,—*Z give 
unto them elernal life; and they shall never perish, neither shall any 
man pluck them out of my hand. My Father who gave them me is 
greater than all; and no man is able to plack them out of my Father’s 
hand. Zand my Father ave one.” Here again were “points; and 
the hearers were provoked to resentment. ‘The accusation preferred 
against the preacher was, “thou being a man, makest thyself God.” 
If they had mistaken his meaning, he could have corrected their mis- 
take by a word; and he was bound as a Prophet, nay, bound in com- 
mon honesty to do it. But his reply left their first impression With 
unabated strength, for “they sought again to take him.”’+ 

We might cite other passages in which the doctrines of wniversat 
providence, the atonement, the new birth, and the endless punishment of 


* Letters to Dr. Price, p.57, Ke. 
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the wicked, were taught in the public discourses of our Savior. In- 
deed, we will not dwell on the apparent disingenuousness of Dr. P. in 
attempting to restrict the range of Christ’s doctrines, by the recorded 
length of his discourses, or the number of his hearers. ‘The foregoing 
instances are sufficient te show how easily it might have been proved, 
that the sermons of Christ often gave offence; and, at the same time, 
all the circuit of inference and insinuation, to make out what Christ 
did not preach, would have been saved. 

In regard to the preaching of the Apostles, our remarks must be 
more brief, as they have already been extended far beyond our design. 
And here again, we must refresh the minds of our readers, with a 
specimen of the «fair and impartial’? mode of argument adopted in the 
sermon under review. 


“On the other hand, let us take ‘“‘the five points,” as they have been called, and 
which are stated in the “View of Religions,” as the principal tencts of a well 
known system of divinity, and there might be added to them several other most 
prominent doctrines of the same scheme; and then tell me where, in all the 
above mentioned discourses of our Savior and his Apostles, to which only we now 
extend our inquiries, any one of them is Clearly taught, or even mentioned. Tell 
me where any traces of them are to be found. For myself, ] can find none.” p. 25. 


On a preceding page. the writer, having given notice that his argue 
ment is confined tothe scriptural examples of preaching,” adds, with 
a very discreet and significant caution; «What might be learnt from 
the epistles, or any other part of the sacred writings, would be a dis- 
tinct inquiry.’ After the preceding remarks, our readers need not be 
reminded, that “the above mentioned discourses,” include one of our 
Savior’s; and that ifthe preacher had seen fit to glance at the long list 
of other discourses from the same divine Teacher, as they are recorded 
in the Gospel of John, “without extending his inquiries” farther, he 
might have found at least some “traces” of doctrines, which he has 
happened to overlook, 

But there is one sentiment implied ina remark just cited, which 
aught not to pass unnoticed. Any plain man must understand the lan- 
gusge to suggest, that the preaching of the Apostles might be found on 
examination to be inconsistent with their epistles. 

When we consider how important it is to the cause of Unitarians. to 
disencumber themselves of the epistles, we need not be surprised at the 
distinction which they so often attempt to make, between what the 
Apestles faught orally, and what they wrote. Dr. Priestley, speaking 
of the doctrine that Christ made and supports the world, says, «I do 
not see that we are under any obligation to believe it, merely because it 
was an opinion held by an Aposile.” Again, on account of the man- 
ner, in which epistolary writings are commonly composed, he says, 
‘swe cannot infer that such was the serious opinion of the Apostles. 
sut if it had been their real opinion, it would not follow that it is true, 
wiless the teaching of it should appear to be included in their general 
commission.”?* 

Again; the prophecies of the Old Testament. he supposes 
Christians have been erroneously led to attribute to Christ, “by follow- 
ing too closely the writers of the New Testament.” 


. ’ . . . a 
* Hist. Early Gpinions. pp 63, 70. 
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What then could our Lord mean when he promised to his Apostles, 
‘the Spirit of truth, who should guide them into all the truth:” and 
when he said, «neither pray 4 for these alone, but for them also, who 
shall believe on me, through their word.’ Did Christ expect his 
church to become extinct with the death of those Apostles, to whom, in 
their successors, he promised his presence «to the end of the world?” 
Have none believed on him, «through their word,” except these who 
heard them preach; or who have been converted by reading the few 
and brief sketches of their sermons? Did these holy men, in their epis- 
tles, exhibit the pure religion of their Master, or did they not? If they 
did, their writings, are as much the word of Christ, and as infallible as 
their preaching? If net, a great partof the New Testament is useless 
to its readers, till a new revelation shall enable them to distinguish the 
truths from the errors it contains. 

Besides, who can read these epistles and not perceive that it was 
their great design to establish the churches in doctrines, which the 
apostles had preached to them? And if we give no other credit to these 
men, than’ what is due to other witnesses, itis no great stretch of credu- 
lity to believe, that they had preached the great doctrines contained in 
the epistles, when they expressly and often declare in these epistles, that 
they had done so. 

Indeed, that we are to learn how the apostles preached, more from 
their epistles than from the narrative contained in the Acts, seems evi- 
dent, when we consider the character of this latter book. Here we 
have a history, concise as a whole, and yet containing a vast variety of 
facts illustrating the fulfilment of ancient prophecy, as well as the de- 
clarations of Christ to his apostles, respecting their labors, sufferings 
and triumphs in the first promulgation of the Gospel. Here we must 
look for the organization of the Christian church, its primitive officers 
and ordinances, its dangers and deliverances. Here, in short we have 
the record of transactions relating to churches widely dispersed, em- 
bracing a period of about thirty years; and yet the whole is comprised 
in about the length of two modern sermons. Nearly one half of this 
narrative, too, relates to Paul; the history of whose labors, while he 
travelled thousands of miles, and preached probably hundreds of times, 
is sometimes comprised into a few sentences. The book of Acts, in- 
stead of giving a detailed account of the sermons delivered by the Apos- 
tles, coes not once mention the names of more than half of them, alter 
the first chapter: and concerning most of them, little is said after the 
day of Pentecost. The sermon of Peter, on that day, seems to have 
been recorded as aselect specimen of the Apostles’ preaching. The 
remarks of Dr. Porter on this sermon, require a moment’s attention, 
Having mentioned the «five points” in a subsequent page, as our read- 
ers will recollect, he says; ‘Tell me where anv traces of them are to 
be found’*—in the “above mentioned discourses?” 

Now we hope, in these circumstances, it will be no obtrusive freedom 
to point the eye of Dr. Porter toa sentence, which he has quoted in- 
deed, but which, notwithstanding, he has overlooked, in this sermon of 
Peter. 

The apostle in bringing home the charge of guilt to the Jews, for 
erucifying Christ, says; *Him being delivered by the determinate 








= fa tetatl Sisr'y > ~ 
ea tai . 
heals Soa ts TORTS, ey Ee. bee: 


eles 


SF Eee 
rf a 


1819. Review of Dr. Porter’s Sermon, iv 


counsel and fore-knowledge of God, ye have taken, and hy wicked 
hands, have crucified and slain.” Three things are implied in this 
language. First, the crucifixion of Christ was an event foreknown by 
God, and therefore certain beforehand. Secondly, this certainty was 
according to the “determinate counsel,” or purpose of God. Yet, 
thirdly, he was crucified ‘by wicked hands.’ If Dr. Porter can look 
steadily at this passage, and not perceive ‘sany traces” of those doc- 
trines, which he wishes to proscribe, we can only say, that his vision 
is quite peculiar. If he needs a commentary on this passage, he may 
jook forward a little, and find the whole church, and that in the solemn 
language of prayer, speaking of Herod and Pontius Pitate, as being 
gathered together, «for to do whatsoever thy hand, and thy counsel — 
determined before to be done.” We will not inquire how it should 
come to pass, that sentiments uttered by such men in such circumstances, 
are now deemed, by many Christian ministers, unfriendly to practical 
godliness. We will not ask, by what strange transition, a doctrine, 
which was preached by aninspired Apostle, should now be exploded 
from so many pulpits, as auseless dogma of technical theology, or even 
as approaching to blasphemy. Let those, who are offended at those 
sspoints,”? in the Apostle’s sermon, by which his hearers were “prick- 
edin their hearts,” solemnly inquire why it is, that so few are «added 
to the Lord,” under their own preaching. 

While we must beg pardon of our readers, for the length, to which 
these remarks have already been extended; we cannot forbear to no- 
tice the following passage, in the conclusion of this sermon. 


“We see in what estimation we ought to hold those reproaches which are so 
commonly cast on some preachers, as being mere moralists, and as teaching 
nothing more than heathen philosophy, or natural religion. Do those who are sa 
ready to bring these accusations consider on whom their censure falls? If to be 
silent, or not to insist, on those doctrines which some call essential, and make the 
test of a Gospel preacher, be a culpable defect, our Savior and his Apostles, as 
I believe, will be found wanting; and that even in the opinion of the friends of 
those doctrines, so far as they form their judgment from the scriptural examples 
ef preaching, to which we at present confine our views.” p. 20. 


With whatever defects this sermon is chargeable, we think it can 
hardly be censured for too much «point.” Instead of tasking our in- 
vention to spell out who these men are, and when they lived, who have 
been thus unjustly accused, Iet us gravely ask whether there have not 
been “some preachers,” inevery age and country, who deserved such 
accusations. Certainly in our Savior’s time there were some, against 
whom he preferred similar charges. And to name only two examples 
in modern times; Mr. Belsham wishes to be regarded only as ‘a moral 
teacher of Christianity.” And that we may not mistake what he 
means by Christianity, he says of those avowed infidels, the ‘Theophi- 
lantropes of France, that their ‘professed principles comprehend the 
essence of the Christian religion.” * 

Now, though it would not be true to call Mr, Belsham a “morai 
preacher,” it would be no slander, for it would be more than the truth. 


* Review of Wilberforce, 217, 297 


3 


Vox. XY. 















































18 Review of Dr. Porter’s Sermon. Jax. 
Prayer makes no part of his system of morals. And of the Christian 
Sabbath, he says, «whatever employment or amusement, is lawful or 
expedient on any one day of the week, is equally lawful and expedient 
on any other day.” And he rejoices at the failure of what he calls an 
ill-advised effort ‘for enforcing a stricter observance of the Lord’s 
day.”’* 
Dr. Priestley, as every one knows who is acquainted with his writ- 
| ings, denies the doctrine of the atonement, and considers the sufferings 
of Christ «in the same light,” with those of martyrs, who «died afier 
him, in the same cause of Christianity.”’—He represents Christ «as 
fallible and peccable.” He denies the inspiration of the Scriptures, 
And the fact is unquestionable that the pupils of the Academy at 
Hackney, under the immediate instruction of himself and Mr. Bel- 
sham, outran the caution of their teachers, and stood forth the open 
abettors of Deism. That this is the tendency of Unitarianism, is appa- 
rent from the writings of Steinbart, Semler, Engedin, Evanson, &c, 
in which we find such unblushing declarations as these, “that the 
prophets may have delivered the offspring of their own brains, as di- 
vine revelations;” and that ‘the evangelical histories contain gross 
contradictions,” 
We know full well, that some Unitarians of this vicinity, are res- 
trained by respect to public opinion, if by no better motives, from 
treading in these adventurous steps of their great leaders. And we 
charitably hope, that many among them shudder at the sight of the 
gulf, into which these leaders plun ged. But we solemnly appeal to 
the consciences of these men; what are Vriestley and Belsham, and the 
great oracles of German theology, better than «teachers of natural 
religion?” And is it come to this, that they who are charged to **con- 
tend earnestly for the faith,” must see the Bible assailed, the Savior 
denied, and the whole fabric of their religion swept away, without ut- 
tering one breath of reproach against the authors of this moral desola- 
tion? Silence here, is treason against the King of Zion. The men 
who openly revile, or studiously disguise, the grand peculiarities of 
the Christian system, deserve reproach. Let them, who preach, or 
encourage others to preach, in this manner, look to it. We pity the 
miserable delusion, which can say, or insinuate, that to reproach such 
men, is to reproach Christ and the Apostles! 
The style of this sermon denotes acorrect taste; and, with one er 
two exceptions, such as grade for rank, the language is pure English. 
The sentences are generally perspicuous; but often enfeebled by epi- 
thets and connectives. Of this last remark, the closing paragraph, 
is a specimen. 








EN EMSS 









“TIowever vain might be the philosopher's boast, that, had hea fixed and per- 
manent stand, he c ould, by a combination of the mechanical powers, move and 
raise the material world; vet it is no idle fancy, no vain boast, that the Christian 
ministry, the preaching of the Gospel, is the simple, but powerful machinery, or 
contrivance, by which the moral world has been moved and elevated, andis now 
perceptibly rising, so as to justify the belief, that it will, in due time, be lifted 
above the clouds of ignorance and error, of vice and Inisery, into the regions ot 


* Review of Wilberforce, 20, 203. 
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light, purity, peace and joy; and thus Jesus CHRIST BE MADE OF Gob, wIs- 
DOM, RIGHTEOUSNESS, SANCTIFICATION, AND REDEMPTION TO THE 


WORLD.” p. 30. 


We are not in the habit of looking for the fervor of Massillon or of 
Chalmers, in the sermons of our liberal divines. But we certainly 
should not have expected to see a discourse, prepared by a preacher of 
respectable talents, for an occasion of special interest, and delivered 
ty one of the most intelligent congregations in the land, closed in so 
janguid and inanimate a strain as this. 


MISCELLANEOUS. 
ON THE EXECUTION OF CRIMINALS. 


fn the course of the last month, four criminals were tried for piracy 
and murder before the circuit court of the U. S. sitting at Boston. 
They were justly convicted, and sentenced to be executed on the 21st. 
inst. Before the arrival of that day, a reprieve from the President de- 
ferred the day of punishment four weeks, to the 18th day of February. 
This interposition of the Chief Magistrate has given rise to much 
conversation, and to some newspaper discussion. ‘There is a differ- 
ence of opinion on the subject, among intelligent men. As to the 
crude notions, which have been hastily adopted and passionately ex- 
pressed, they are not worthy of consideration. The writer of this ar- 
ticle believes, that the President has judged wisely, as well as acted 
mercifully, in this exercise ef constitutional power. 

But as the question is a general one, I shall take no further 
notice of this particular case. 

Let me inquire, then, whether the public good is promoted by a 
very speedy infliction of death after the sentence is pronounced, or by 
exhibiting more forbearance toward the unhappy convicts. That the 
latter method is preferable, with the single exception of cases when the 
prisoners cannot be held in safe custody, t think can be unanswerably 
established. 

I would premise, that I do not doubt the lawfulness of capital pun- 
ishments; that my readers must not confound, as many are apt to do, 
a reprieve With a pardon; and that, unless | am greatly mistaken, the 
good of the community is entirely at agreement with humanity and 
forbearance to the convicts. Lam willing, however, for the purposes of 
this argument, to place the interest of the unhappy sufferers quite out 
of consideration. 

The infliction of death on a human being, by a solemn judicial sen- 
tence, and in behalf of the whole community, is the highest and most 
solemn act, in the administration of civil government. Wien a man 
has been sentenced to die for some atrocious crime, there should be a 
considerable interval for the minds of the community to be fixed upon 
the awful consequences of sin, and the necessity of resorting to so tre- 
mendous an evil, as the punishment of death. By a suitable delay for 
this purpose, the sentence of the law acquires a majesty, which it 
could derive from no other source. The sword of justice is unsheathed; 
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it is seen by the whole community raised against the criminals, 
‘Though the day of execution is at some distance, the advance of time 
ts steady and sure. ‘The day soon arrives; and when the minds of ail 
classes of peeple have been some time intent on the subject, the sen- 
tence is carried into effect. In this way, a much deeper impression is 
made, than by hurrying away the malefactor from the court to the 
gallows. 

Again; though we keep out of view the interest of the convicts, we 
are not to forget, that the community justly regard man as an immor- 
tal being. itis of infinite importance to the welfare of society, that 
this sentiment should be strengthened in every possible manner. It 
should be strengthened because it is founded in truth, and because it 
does more to prevent crimes, than all the human laws, and all the san- 
guinary punishments, which were ever invented. If the people be- 
lieve, that crimimals, not less than others, have immortal souls, and 
that the salvation of these souls depends upon the reception of the 
Gospel inthis life, they will expect to see a correspondent treatment 
of the unhappy men, whose wickedness has brought them to an igno- 
minous end. ‘They read, in the accounts of the trial, which reach 
every family, that the judge exhorted the prisoners to repentance, and 
prayed that God would have mercy on their souls. They know that 
criminals are usually ignorant, stupid, and hardened; and they natu- 


‘rally look for a longer time to be allowed them, than would otherwise 


be proper, on this very account. 

But if the community see, that criminals are treated as though they 
had no souls, they will be of opinion, that all the exhortations, which 
are given, are a cruel mockery, or an unmeaning compliance with an- 
tiquated notions. If such treatment were habitual, its tendency would 
be very Strong to destroy a habitual recurrence to the grand and aw- 
ful doctrine of immortality, ‘Teach men to disregard this doctrine, 
and you teach them to think lightly of public executions. They next 
estimate human life at a very low rate; and in this way vast multi- 
tudes are prepared to become murderers. Nothing can be more natu- 
‘al, easy, and certain, than this transition. When the interests of 
the soul are forgotten, men can be brought to view the slaughter of 
men with as little feeling as theslaughter of bullocks; and to take the 
fife of an enemy, ora rival, as quick as they would kill a rattlesnake. 
For the truth of this declaration I confidently appeal to all history; 
but especially to the bloody scenes of the French revolution. 

‘There is something very interesting and impressive in the very na- 
ture ofa reprieve. ‘The Chief Magistrate says, in effect, to the cri- 
minals: «Though you are justly condemned, and might have been 
justly executed at a shorter warning; and though the welfare of the 
community does not permit the granting of a pardon; yet mercy in- 
elines to suspend the stroke for a short interval; and during that inter- 
val you are exhorted to reflect, to repent, and to prepare for death.” 
Such a declaration implies a consciousness of power, and exhibits hu- 
manity and compassion blended with severity, in such a manner as to 
leave a salutary influence upon the public; more salutary than could 
ever belefthy anunfeeling and inexorable execution of the sentence. Un 
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this account it might be highly proper for a judge to fix a day, with 
articular reference to a probable reprieve. 

But it will be said, that punishment should tread quick on the heels 
of transgression. Undoubtedly criminals should be apprehended as 
speedily as possible, should be brought to trial with all convenient ex- 

edition, and should be guarded with care till the sentence of the law 
is inflicted. But a reprieve is not a delay of punishment. It is a de- 
Jay, indeed, of the greatest and last stroke, which man can inflict upoa 
man. Butis confinement ina dungeon, and in chains, no punishment? 
Is it nothing to be shut up like a wild beast, and exhibited as an object 
of shame, commiseration, and horror? Persons have not been wanting, 
who contend, that perpetual imprisonment is a more terrible punish- 
ment, and carries with it greater terror to the minds of culprits, than 
even death itself. This position I do not consider as tenable; but it 
is very clear, that a postponement of the day of execution is not a sus- 
pension of all punishment. 

It may be said, that a reprieve will give the convicts false hopes of 
apardon. But this can easily be sufficiently guarded against, and 1 
believe usually is guarded against, in the warrant of reprieve itself. 

It may be said, that the infliction of death soon afier conviction is 
necessary to terrify others, who are tempted to similar crimes. But 
it should be remembered, that perpetrators of great crimes do not ex- 
pect to be taken and convicted. Not one in ten thousand ever thought 
of balancing between a speedy death after conviction, and a more lin- 
gering death after lying three or six months in a dungeon, loaded 
with irons. No murderer or pirate ever congratulated himself, when 
about to commit the crime, that after trial and sentence, he should 
have the privilege of lying in prison a few weeks, surrounded by every 
circumstance of ignominy, and suffering, before he was led fourth to an 
abhorred death. Absolute impunity is what all criminals hope for, 
and endeavor to obtain. 

But itis unnecessary to argue the question further on general prin- 
ciples. The experience of the world shows, where the truth lies. Ut- 
terly disclaiming that national partiality, which can see nothing evil in 
itsown country, and nothing good abroad, it may truly be said, that in 
no community upon earth have capital punishments so completely an- 
swered their end, as in some parts, perhaps in the whole, of the Unit- 
ed States. [ cannot pronounce positively in regard to any other part 
of the country but New-England; but here, tie infliction of death has 
been an object of great terror, and has always been regarded with so- 
lemnity and awe. Though executions have been deferred from three 
months to a year, the justice of the sentence has never been questioned 
on that acceunt, nor has there been any of that false compassion, so 
much dreaded by some, which would attempt a rescue, or even mur- 
mur at the decision of thea.law. In a word, the majesty of the law has 
been triumphant in the highest sense; and the sentence of the court 
has been, in fact as well as in theory, the solemn, deliberate sentence of 
the whole community. 

But how is it in Great Britain? There criminals are usually execut- 
ed in two or three days after sentence is pronounced. Are executions 
regarded with terror there? Notatall. ‘The great mass of the people 








22 To a Professing Christian. 


neither know nor care any thing about them. In extraordinary 
cases, a rabble assembles to witness the last scene; but a large part 
of this rabble make a jest anda scoff of the whole transaction, and 
another part are engaged in picking pockets, which is a capital 
offence. 

There are some persons who think that crimes may be prevented by 
the simple expedient of hanging men, and cutting off their heads. But 
this is mere drivelling in the science of civil government. It is the 
mere practice of the rudest and most ferocious savages, who have but 
one punishment for all crimes; and that punishment is death. That 
Great Britain, an enlightened and Christian nation, should have kept 
up this prac tice so extensively, i is supremely disgraceful to her. Dur. 
ing a part of the sixteenth century, including the reign of Henry VIII, 
history tells us, that in England alone, 2000 culprits a year, on an 
average, were brought to the gallows and the block. A large part of 
these were executed for theft and robbery. Did this deluge of human 
blood prevent robbing and stealing? ‘Throughout the Burman empire, 
capital punishments are the perpetual resort of the police. ‘They are 
inflicted every week, for all crimes, great and small. And yet in no 
country upon earth are all crimes, great and small, more frequent. 

J have put the interests of the prisoners out of consideration. But, 
atthe close, | must say, that they have souls to be saved or lost; that 
they are usually ignorant of the Gospel; that God saves men by the 
preaching of Christ; that many criminals have first heard of a Savior 
in prison; that many have given satisfactory evidence of true faith in 
their last moments; and that a few days may be of inestimable value 
to them. God works by means; and, usually at least, when he de- 
signs to save men, he provides some way for them to hear the truth. 
‘Lis is often donc by a respite. A. b. 


TO A PROFESSING CHRISTIAN. 


*‘High-built abundance, heap on heap, for what? 
To breed new wants and beggar us the more.” Young. 


My dear Brother, 
WuENEVER We survey the state of our churches, we cannot fail of 
discovering an awful attempt, by individuals, to blend together the 
church and the world, than which no two points can be more opposite, 
or more impossible to reconcile with each other. The time and tal- 
ents of such persons are principally directed to an accumulation of 
veaith and distinction; and so far as a profession of religion may be 
thought necessary, in aid of either object, so far they very wil- 
lingly subscribe to an orthodox, or any othey creed. T hink me not, 
my dear brother, disposed to do injustice to any character; neither 
would L have you, for a moment, think me capable of withholding a 


‘decided and open disapprobation of whatever shall be found in a mem- 


ber of a Christian church, contrary to the true spirit of the Gospel, 
and calculated to preduce mischievous effects upon the great cause, 
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the advancement and glory of which should outweigh all other con- 
siderations, in the breasts of its avowed friends. 

Qur concern for the condition of such as have confessed the Savior 
before men, while in works they deny him, will, if our own hearts are 
right, stimulate us to unceasing prayer in their behalf, and to em- 
brace every opportunity presented us, in giving them such counsel 
and exhortation, as shall be authorized by the divine word, with a view 
to their emancipation from the influence «of men of corrapt minds,” 
and of their enjoying that liberty, with which Christ will ever bless 
his devoted followers. With an humble hope, my dear brother, that 
my weak labors may in some measure be instrumental in exciting my 
brethren more to a practical evidence of their Interest in the dear 
Savior, | crave your prayers with mine, that my dependance may 
be placed wholly on the aids of the divine Spirit, for the ulumate suc- 
cess of this undertaking. What may be sown in weakness, will the 
Lord in his good pleasure, and according to the riches ef his grace, 
raise in power. | 

“Then are ye my friends, said our dear Lord, if ye do whatsoever 
Icommand you.” This language cannot be mistaken. Its meaning 
conveys an indescribable happiness to those, who have been enabled 
through grace, to say with the apostle, “God forbid that L should 
glory, save in the cross of our Lord Jesus Christ, by whom the 
world is crucified unto me, and I unto the world.” Nor can they walk 
in the comfort of the divine promises, who are unsolicitous concerning 
the state of others, who demonstrate an habitual attachment to the 
world and its fading pleasures. Inthe ardent pursuit of its possessions 
they are totally careless about their precious souls, and are “treasur- 
ing up unto themselves wrath against the day of wrath.” 

Let us inquire now what are the commands of our blessed Lord, an 
observance of which must be counted as evidence of that union of 
heart tohim, which constitutes the character of a true disciple, and 
insures a title to the fruits of the tree that is in the midst of the par- 
adise of God: or, in other words, to an immortal crown of glory in 
heaven. “Love not the world, nor the things of the world,” said the 
beloved disciple; subjoining, ‘she that loveth the world, the love of the 
Father is not in him.” We shall find no difficulty in ascertaining the 
characters here described; they are daily before us. They present a 
determined hostility to the kingdom of Jesus. You see them grasping 
continually after the riches of the world, but will give themscives no 
time to associate with those who “love the gates of Zion more than all 
the dwellings of Jacob.” When solicited to attend conference meet- 
ings,where so often the divine Shepherd hath signally blessed his little 
flock with his presence, they form an excuse, that they have so many 
calls of this nature, they cannot attend all, but they are willing to help 
the good cause as far as they have opportunity. Ask them for-some 
pecuniary assistance to a naked brother or sister, they will tell you, 
that they would with all their heart, but they have many poor rela- 
tions, who have stronger claims upon their charity. Ask them fora 
little aid in’ behalf of missionaries, bound on’ a leng and perilous 
voyage to carry the Gospel to the heathen world, and they will tell 
you, that in making a collection of such articles as may administer 








24 New Publications. Jan, 


to the comfort of the servants of our divine Lord, you may rely on 

their attention, if they can possibly make it convenient. After all, 

my dear brother, we witness nothing but profession, mere profession. 

While some of them have amassed fortunes by unremitted industry and 

the most rigid economy, they are determined to keep them:—and so o 

far as they can by words satisfy those around them, that the cause of fF 

religion has a predominant influence upon their hearts, so far are they F 
willing to maintain the cause; but when required to sacrifice a small Ff 

item of their gain, for the advancement of that kingdom to which they a: 

profess so strong an attachment, they will say to you as Felix to | 

Paul, «Go thy way for this time; when I have a convenient season [ 

will call for thee.”” Lremain affectionately yours, J.T. , 
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BOSTON FOREIGN MISSION SOCIETY. 


Tue Annual Meeting of the Foreign Mission Society of Boston and the Vicinity 
was held at the hall of the Massachusetts Bank, on the Ist inst. at 11 A. M., for 
the choice of officers, when the following gentlemen were chosen: His Honer 
WILLiaM PuI.uips, Esq. President, Jostau SatisBury,* Esq. Vice Presi- 
dent, the Rev. Josuva HuntincTon, Secretary, JeREMIAH EVARTS, Z'meas- 
urer, and Mr. CHARLES. CLEVELAND, 4uditor. 

The Society adjourned to Concert Hall, where they met at three o’clock, with 
a view to hear some statements, which a committee hac been requested to pre- 
pare, and of which public notice had been given. Seats were provided for ladies, 
not fewer than two hundred of whom honored the Society with their presence. 

When the President took the chair, a brief history of the Board of Foreign 
Missions was given by the Treasurer, comprising an account of the mission at 
Bombay—its origin, progress, and present state—its share in the work of missions, 
translations, and superintending schools;—of the mission in Ceylon, and its vari- 
ous labors;—of the missions to the Cherokees and Choctaws, and other contem- 
plated efforts in behalf of the American Indians; of the Foreign Mission School, 
at Cornwall, Con. and of the desired enlargement of ail the operations of the 
Board. Inthe course of the afternoon, four gentlemen addressed’the meeting at 
some length. We purpose to give the substance of these addresses. 

In the evening, a sermon was delivered before the Society, by the Rev. Mr. 
Gile, of Milton, from Zech. viii, 6. Thus saith the Lord of hosts, If it be mar- 
vellous in the eyes of the remnant of this pfeopile in these days, should it also be 
marvelous in mine eyes? saith the Lord of hosts. ‘The sermon was heard with 
solemn attention, and a copy was requested for the press. We hope our readers 
will have the opportunity of perusing it. 

The Rev. Mr. Huntington is appointed to preach at the next annual meeting, 
and the Rev. Mr. Dwight tc supply his place in case of failure. ‘The usual votes 
of thanks were passed, and a considerable number of persons expressed _a wish to 
join the Society. 

At the close of the statements made by the Treasurer, he continued his obser- 
vations nearly as follows. 

Mr. President, 

There is an objection to attempting the immediate promulgation of the Gos- 
pel among the heathen, which probably weighs more than any thing else having 
the form and semblance of an argument, with a considerable number of well- 
meaning persons;. and even with some, whoapparently have the cause of religion 
atheart. It is this: While we have a multitude of objects at our doors, importu- 
nately Calling for Christian beneficence, why should we seek objects at a distance? 
All our large towns, in the older parts of the United States, contain a consider‘a- 
ble population unsupplied with the means of grace; as. you advance into the 
country, too many neighborhoods may be found, which are appropriately called 
“waste places;” and from.our new settlements an earnest cry for ministers and 
missionaries is heard. From the White Hills and the Green Mountains of the 
horth,—from the vast range of the Alleganies,—from the shores of the great 
lakes, and the banks of the Qhio, the Mississippi, and the Missouri, the voice of 
anxious and suffering myriads demands of our churches that the Gospel be sent 
tothem. Why should we attempt to cultivate the banks of the Ganges, and the 


. *The respected father of Mr. Salisbury had been Vice President of the Society, from it: 
@rmation till his death, which took place in the course of the past vear, at the age of 78. 
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Indus, while our own rivers roll through a moral desert?) Why should we water 
the hills of Palestine, and leave our own Zion parched and thirsty? 

This is the strong language of the objector; but there is a confidence in truth 
and in a good cause, which fears not the sturdiest assertions, or the most fervid 
declamation of an adversary. The duty, the immediate and urgent duty, of pro- 
claiming the Gospel to a// the heathen, of sounding the trumpet of salvation from 
every inuil and mountain on the habitable globe, and causing its delighttul rever- 
berations to wind into even the obscurest valiies, which are trodden by the feet of 
siuful men, is proved by such incontestible evidence, and is a truth so consonant 
to the feelings of every pious heart, that it will not be questioned by any well in- 
for:ned Christian, who has paid proper attention to the subject. 

‘That the souls of all men are equally valuable will not be denied; at least, we 
have no authority to say they are not. Silly indeed it were, and |'ttle accordant 
with the humility of the Gospel, to suppose that we, because we are favored with 
greater privileges, are inherently of higher value in the creation, than other chil- 
dren of Adam, who; groping in thick darknéss, spend their lives in a toilsome 
round of debasing superstitions;—or in pilgrimages to Mecca;—or in climbing 
the mountains ef Thibet to render idolatrous homage to a mortal of the same 
sinful race,—or in the worship of demons, and the immolation of human sacri- 
fices. The gems of the Redeemer’s crown will not shine with less splendor, if 
collected in Asia or Africa, than if taken from the fairest parts of Christendom. 
The joy that bursts from the holy throng, who surround the throne of God, on 
the announcemeat that another sinner has repented, is not limited by any cosid- 
erations of Country, or Climate, or complexion. Nor will the redeemed Ethio- 
pian, or Tartar, or New Zealander, enter with less rapture into the song of Moses 
and the Lamb, than the descendant of Christian parents, who has been a chilu of 
God from his early youth, and reached heaven through the portals of an earthly 
sanctuary. 

The truth is, that every immortal soul is of incalculable value; and the evan- 
gelizing of such an empire as China is as much more desirable than that of smailer 
communities, as the swarming population of such an empire is more numerous 
than theirs. ‘The whole worid needs the Gospel; the whole world is to enjoy the 
Gospel, ere the purposes of the divine mercy be accomplished. ‘This grand con- 
suMmation is to be effectuated by human means and instruments; and among 
these instruments it is our part to be employed. 

‘Taking it for granted, then, that every Christian, so far as he discharges his 
duty, will aim to extend the Gospel to every brother of the species, the only 
question to be solved is, how can he do this most effectually? or rather, how can 
he do most toward an object so infinitely desirable? Shail he circumscribe his 
exertions by the narrow limits of his family, the street which he inhabits, his 
town, or County, or state, or country; or shall he obey the apostolic injunction to 
do good to a// men, as he has opportunity—a rule of Christian benevolence, 
equally remote from the sordid seitishness, which neither knows nor cares for the 
necessities of others, and that pompous philosophy, which prates much about 
universal philanthropy, and does nothing? In a word, shall he; in imitation of 
the good Samaritan, prove himself a neighbor to every human being, w ho comes 
within the reach of his kind offices, and needs his compassionate assistance? 

It is not supposed, or pretended, that an ordinary Christian can offer the Gos- 
pel to numerous and remote people, by his own personal ministration. But whe: 
he cannot do in person, another may do, if sent forth by his liberality; and what 
he cannot do alone, may be easily performed by many acting in concert. In this 
way it is as practicable to send the Gospel to India, as to send a ship thither for 
the purposes of trade. ' 

The question then recurs: In which way will the Gospel be most rapidly pro- 
mulgated among men; by confining our exertions to a small circle, till all within 
its limits are effectually and abundantly supplied with Christian instruction, or 
by entering into every accessible field, which is whiteto the harvest? Let the 


question be decided by the plain dictates of common sense, by the praciice of 


Christ and his apostles, and by the express command of the ascending Savior. 
Phe decision of common sense on this subject may be easily learned, by observ- 
mg the manner in which active and intelligent men always conduct, in reference 


to any plan of secular advantage, of humane exertion, or of public improyement. 


When any such plan has been thoroughly approved by experience, do they waif 
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before they attempt its general intro-uction, till it shall have overcome all preju- 
| dices, and fought its way through all opposition, In a particular city or country? 


Nosuch thing. They introduce it into every place, where its admission is practi- 
cable. ; 
We all remember the recent discovery of a mild and safe preventive of one of 
the most loathsome and virulent diseases, to which the human body is liable. Did 
Jenner and his friends wish to confine the benefits of this discovery to their own 
metropolis, till all the individuals of that immense population should be persuaded 
of its efficacy? Or did he, and others like him, at great personal labor and ex- 
ense, and encountering violent prejudices, convey the salutary antidote to all 
the most populous regions of the earth? So that thousands of lives were saved at 
Vienna, at Ispahan, at Calcutta, and in our own country, thouga multitudes at 
London may to this hour discredit the discovery, and greater multitudes may 
neglect to avail themselves of its protection. 

And thus it is, with regard to all great improvements in education, in agricul- 
ture, in arts and manufactures, and in civil government. ‘They all have their 
opposers, and are obliged to contend with prejudices, and with the tenacity of 
established custom. ‘lhe way of introducing them is, to push them forward in 
many places at the same time. If obstinacy shall exclude them from one region, 
they may be gladly received in another; and the probability is, that wherever 
they are perseveringly urged, they will sooner or later make some progress. 

Let us look at the practice of infidels, in reference to the propagation of their 
pernicious doctrines. The greatest of the Latin poets has told us, that we may 
lawfully derive instruction even from an enemy. When Voltaire and his asso- 
ciates had formed the design of undermining and destroying Caristianity, they 
never chougit of employing all their mischievous labors in one country, till their 
orinciples had become triumphant there. Not they; but with incredible activity 
aud zeal they plied every artifice, at the same time, in every Country, and with 
all classes of people. They gained the ears of princes; they flattered the 
pride of philosophers, they pandered to the vices of the vulgar; they conde. 
scended to teach atheism and proflgacy in every diffrent manner to suit the 
tastes, the habits, and the prejudices of different men. And thus it was, that they 
made such frightful inroads upon morals, virtue, and happiness; and that, unless 
the Spirit of the Lord had raised up a standard against them, they would have 
triumphed in the destruction of all that is lovely and desirable upon earth. Their 
intentious we abhor; the means which they emploved we detest; but the gener- 
ality of their operations, and the wide extent of their plans, evince a thorough 
acquaintance with the human character, and a knowledge of the best way of 
making a Cause prevail universally, in the shortest period ot time. The children 
of this world are wiser in their generation than the children of light—Christians 
have been far too tardy, ia profiting by the example of infidels. 

Indeed, so piain does it appear, that the planting of Christianity at every 
accessible point of the heathen world, is the only proper way of accompiishing 
the ovject desired, that it might safely be left to the conscience of any reflecting 
Christian. Let us not take the attitude of objectors, then, but suppose ourselves 
invested with the responsibility of choosing plans, and of determining what are 
the most effectual measures, for universally diffusing a knowledge of God’s un- 
speakable gift. Nor is this a vain supposition, At the last day it will be found, 
that this mighty responsibility did actuaily rest upon us, whether we were aware 
of it or not. Suppose, then, that each one cf us were required, with a view to all 
the solemnities uf the judgment-day, to choose some plan for evangelizing the 
world. What would it be, but the very plan of sending the word of God, and 
Missionaries to explain it, into every iguorant and heatuen community, where 
access could be obtained. Should we not with: ne vice exclaim, let no part of 

the human family be excluded from the messages of love. Should we not 
say, although the sending of missionaries deprives us of the personal ser- 
vices of the valuable men whom we send, the very excitement, pro- 
duced by sending them, raises up ten times as many ministers, equally valuable, 
to supply their places? Should we not feel, that the speediest ana most effectual 
Way ot supplying our own growing country with faithful ministers, is to rouse our 
slumbering churches to the duty of previding, so far as means and Instruments 
are concerned, for the spiritual exigencies of a perishing world? When awake 
and alive to the magnitude of this object, such a host of young men, of various 
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_ gifts, will be brought into action, that every part of our territory, far from being 


everlooked, will be trodden by the feet of them that publish peace; while we 
shall send to every country visited by our ships a not less numerous host, burning 
with a holy desire to proclaim Christ and his salvation, where his name has never 
yet been known. 

But, Sir, I have detained this assembly too long, perhaps, while arguing from 
acknowledged principles of human conduct, and appealing to the Common sense 
of mankind. It would be easy to show, that the general. principles of Scripture 
lead us to the same Conclusion. “He that watereth shall be watered also him- 
self,” is as applicable to communities, as to individuals. Our own observation, 
indeed, whether we look at Great Britain or America, ,proves that we do not 
misunderstand, or misapply, the divine declaration. 

In reference to the subject before us, there are two considerations, each of 
which is absolutely decisive: one the example of Christ and his apostles, the 
other the express command of the ascending Savier. 

The personal preaching of Christ did not. reach, indeed, beyond the limits oc- 
cupied by the “lost sheep of the house of Israel.”” But in the different parts ot 
these limits, he labored with intense and unremitted assiduity. He did not stay 
in one place till all were competently instructed in the Gospel; much less till all 
were brought to accept the offers of salvation. -Proclaiming as a herald, the 
great truths of the Gospel, he hastened from city to city; as if desirous that there 
should be some equality in spirituai privileges, and that no place, within the 
compass of his personal ministration, should be left unvisited. So it was with 
the Apostles. After delivering their message, as ambassadcrs of Christ, in one 
city, they travelled on to another, and another, till they actually visited a large 
part of the inhabited world. Had they pursued the course, recommended by 
the objector, they would never have left Palestine, and might have labored and 
died at Jerusalem, unless driven away by persecution; aud then they might have 
discharged their ministry and spent their lives in a small pari of Asia Minor. So 
might it have been in every succeeding age; and, if the same plan had been. pur- 
sued, the Britons of the present day, like their ancestors 2000 years ago, might 
now ve a band of ferocious barbarians, rangiug through their forests, and offer- 
ing human sacrifices to malignani demons. 

The command cf Christ to go into all the world, and. preach the Gospel to every 
creature, is of universal obligation. It has been binding on a!l ministers, and on 
ali Christians who can send ministers, from the day when.it was delivered to the 
present hour, nor will it cease to be binding till there shall be an end of preach- 
ing the Gospel at the final consummation. I shall not be understood to say, that 
itis the duty of every minister to offer himself as a mi.sionary to the heathen; 
but it is his duty, while he may himself preach to a stated audience in a Chris- 
tian Country, to promote by his countenance, his exhortation, and his prayers, al! 
atte mp ts to disseminate the seeds of eternal life in every climate, and among all 
peopie. Uhe very design of the Gospel is to bless all mankind; a design, which 
will only be carried into effect, when Christians shall practically acknowledge 
its benevolence, by strenuously labering to promote its accomplishment. 

To what a state of hopeless despondency would the objecior leave tne pagan 
world? The work of evangelizing the heathen cannot be commenced, according 
to his scheme, till all the parts of nations nominaliy Christian are adequately sup- 


plied with Christian instruction. If past experience is to decide, thousands of 


years must elapse, and the majority of the human race sull remain ignorant of 
the Gospel. But, according to the scheme which is sanctioned by reasun and 
‘Scripture, ‘he process of renovating the world may be rapid, and comparatively 
easy, Imagine the missionary stations to be increased to ten times their present 
number, and that there should be at each station such a display of divine grace, 
as we have lately read of, in the history of the mission to the. Society islands. In 
such a case, how glorious a light would be observed in-thousands of places now 
shrouded in midnight—That Light, which-came into the world to lighten the 
Gentiles, would then indeed be seen; and the mild radiance of his beams would 
penetrate the darkness of ages. When the Christian traveller shall be able to 
pass through the heart of Atrica, from the great desert to the cape, or from the 
mouth of the Nile to the shore opposite Madagascar; when he shall be able to 
traverse central Asia, and visit thei slunds of sea; and at convenient distances 
meet with missionary stations and infant-churches, what wonder if his simple 
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narrative should be received with a shout of joy and exultation throughout Chris- 
tendom, which would prove that there was in existence an ardor of feeling and 
an energy of piety not now to be found. 

This is the way in which the work will advance toward its later stages. Con- 
verted pagans will re-act upon the Christian churches, by whose agency the 
Gospel was sent to them; not by sending back missionaries, but by exhibiting, in 
the most convincing manner, the blessed fruits of Christianity, and thus infusing 
new life and vigor into che hearts of all the people of God. 

It will not be unreasonable or unkind to ask of those, who object to sending the. 
Gospel abroad, whether they have exerted all the urgency which their own plea 
supposes to be necessary, and which the case certainly requires, In behalf of the 
destitute in our own country. Let it be referred to the decision of their own con- 
sciences; and at that tribunal they cannot stand acquitted, unless they make 
great sacrifices, and strive importunately in prayer, for a cause which they not 
only pronounce important, but of such pressing Claims, that it shuts the eye to 
the miseries uf the heathen world, and, for a long time to come, excludes the 
greater part of mankind from hearing the sound of the Gospel. It is not hazard- 
ous to affirm, that the Christian, who has actively participated in the labor and 
expense of sending missionaries to our new settiements;—who has lameated the 
unhappy state of all, who enjoy not the regular ministration of the Gospel;—will 
be the last to hesitate, as to the duty of sending this inestimable blessing to the 
heathen. Look among the earliest, the must iaburious and the most earnest 
friends of missions to the destitute in Christian countries, and you will find them 
the most ready to make sacrifices for the support of missions abroad, Further, 
among the most generous contributors to the funds for evangelizing pagans, you 
will find missionaries to our new settlements;- who, from the smail stipend allow -- 
ed them for their severe labors, strive to save something to be sent for the relief 
of the perishing heathen. The magnitude of their donations, in some instances, 
would astonish this audience, were it proper to describe the circumstances of 
the donors. The reason, however, of this liberality is not difficult to be assigned 
Vhe man, that had sighed over the wants of his brethren scattered in the wil- 
derness, who yet have very considerable means of becoming acquainted with the 
Gospel, would of course weep over the wretched condition of mulions, partakers 
of the same flesh and blood, and destined to a future unalterable state, to whose 
dark minds a single ray of civine light never yet peietrated, but who are heid in 
the most abject slavery to every. kind of delusion, superstition, and device of 
Satan, 

But perhaps I ought to apologize for occupying so much of your attention. It 
scemed desirable, however, that there should be no apparent shrinking from ais 
objection, which is at least plausible to the minds of soine, Who would be iar 
from condemning all missionary. exertion, 

The day of objections is fast declining; and the day of religious enterprise and 
combined zeal will succeed it, till at last the Sun of Righteousness will cheer and 
illumine this benighted world with his heavenly radiance. ‘Then will the value 
of the first attempts to establish the Gospel in pagan iands be justly appreciated. 
‘Then will that obvious truth be felt, that without a commencement ‘ere could 
be no progress; that without progress there could be no consummation; that un- 
Jess the tree of life were planteel with much toil, it would never shelter the 
nations ‘with its branches, nor regale them with its fruit; that, in short, without 
the activity and perseverance of Christians, the gloomy reign of error and sin 
woud extend through interminable ages, if the world should be preserved so 
long. Then wilt it be seen, who are the true benefactors of mankind. ‘The time 
Will assuredly come, when the name of Morrison. will be pronounced throughout 
the populous dumains of China with a. veneration and an enthusiasm, which we 
Can. now but faintly conceive; when the largest associated population on the 
globe will look back upon his labors, not as those of an obscure missionary, but 
rather as the efforts of an illustrious stranger, who, from the most disinterested 
motives, importunately knocked at the gates of that vast empire, and sought oni 
for the privilege of proclaiming to its erring inhabitants, that Christ died to 
redeem them, and that his blood cleanseth from all sin. The time will conic,. 
when the lavors of Carey and his brethren will be traced with delightful reco!- 
lections, by multitudes who will inhabit the countries from the extremity of Stam. 
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to the mountains of Tartary, and from the Chinese sea to the Mediterranean. 
And to the child, who sits down to his evening chapter and repeats his evening 
hymn, it will be said, while one venerable name and another is mentioned, These 
good men brought us the Bible, and made us acquainted with silvation, To them, 
under God, are you indebted for your Sabbaths, your hymns, and your prayers; 
for the knowledge that Christ is your Redeemer, and God your Father and your 
Friend. Theugh their feet never Came within many hundred miles of our habi- 
tation, and their eyes did not witness these happy scenes, yet the system of oper- 
ations which they begun has filled Asia with Bibles and preachers, with churches 
founded on Apostles and Prophets, and temples dedicated ty Jehovah. Nor will 
the missionaries, who left the shores of our country then be forgotten. It will be 
remembered as honorable to them and to our country, that when the door seemed 
shut against them, and most men would have supposed all done which could be 
done. they pleaded for the privilege of preaching Christ to the poor deluded idol- 
aters, with all the earnestness, which a mother would employ in pleacing for the 
life of her tender babe. 

We are not permitted to engage in the most honorable office, in which mortals 
are employed; that of personally conveying the knowledge of salvation to un- 
evangelized portions of the globe. But, thanksto the goodness of our heavenly 
Father, we are not altogether excluded from every part of the benevolent labor. 
Helpers we may be in executing adesign, which employs the ministration of an- 
gels, and originated in the unsearchable depths of infinite love Though we can- 
not with our own lips proclaim the glad tidings of great joy to all people, we may do 
much to send forth those who can. Are we duly sensible of this privilege? If so, 
we shall make a vigorous use of it, and great numbers of pagans, in this age and 
the ages to come, will experience the benefit of our activity. 

Here we are, my Christian friends, met to confer on a subject which might 
well occupy, as it has indeed often occupied, the solicitude of the heavenly inhab- 
itants; of the angels who never sinned, and the spirits of the just made perfect, 
‘The salvation of a single soul is an object worthy of the concentrated attention, 
and the earnest desire of the intelligent universe. What shall we say, then, of 
the conversion of an empire; of the renovation of a world; of the permanent 
triumph of truth over error, so expressly foretold in the oracles of God. How 
great should be our admiration and gratitude, that we are permitted to take any 
part in a work, compared with which the creation of this material earth would 
not deserve to be remembered. ‘This permission is given us. Shall we neglect 
it? Shall we abuse it? While in the pursuit of the vain and perishable objects 
around us, shail we forget, that the soul is immortal; that it is exposed to ruin; 
and that life, short life, isthe time when its destiny must be fixed. Shall we en- 
gage in the blessed work, with a cold, timid, hesitating, unfeeling beart? and de- 
vote to it one fiftieth part of the time, labor, and property, which we give to the 
gratification of our worldly feelings? Or shall we consider it to be the great end 
of life that we may become subservient to the cause of Christ; especially in pro- 
moting the universal diffusion of his Gospel? Let conscience decide, and let the 
heart and hand obey. 

The period will soon arrive, Sir, when we shall view these considerations in a 
juster light, than we are accustomed todohere. When the glories and the ter- 
rors of the future world are disclosed to our view, we shall not doubt the value of 
the soul, or the duty of efforts to save it. But I will not attempt to describe the 
astonishment, which will burst upon the mind of him, who first learns the great 
duties of the present life, after he shall have entered upon a future state. Let us 
jook at a scene more easily presented to our imaginations, and in which none of 
us knows how soon he may be personally interested. I refer to a sick chamber 
and a dying bed. Let us suppose, that each one of us hears the awful summons 
in the possession of his reason, and is enabled to look the great enemy in the face 
with steadiness. When the memory surveys a life now drawing to its close, 
how will conscience regard the cause of missions? Will it then give any one of 
us comfort to say, “The spiritual wants of a perishing world, were pressed upon 
my attention, but I never examined them. I had some doubts about the plans 
proposed, and so excused myself from d6ing any thing. I even damped the ardor 
of more generous spirits, and hung as a dead weight upon a good cause. Much 
have I wasted upon myself; nothing have I done for the permanent good of others. 


Miserable stupidity. I now see my folly: hut my opportunities are gone forever.” 
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But let us rather contemplate a different prospect. Happy will it be for us, 
‘feach is able to say. ‘Though few and feeble my efforts, compared with the 
merits of the cause, yet they have been numerous, and sincere, and have formed 
a prominent part of my plans and movements. The property, which God has 
ziven me, the time and talents which he has committed to me, have been actively 
consecrated to his service. Through my instrumentality, not only have destitute 
families in my own country been furnished with the Bible, but it has been dis- 
tributed in different languages and remote continents and islands. By my cheer- 
ful offerings have the heralds of the Gospel been increased, and many immortal 
beings, whom I could never expect to see on earth, have heard the Gospel from 
their lips. From the heart of the converted Cherokee, already have acceptable 
sacrifices ascended to God, in the name of his Son. The work will advance. 
The Gentiles will receive the truth. The world will be evangelized.” I only 
ask, Mr. President, whether such a scene, though in the chamber of death, does 
not furnish a resemblance of heaven? 


The Rev, Mr. Jenks next addressed the meeting as follows: 

I must be permitted to felicitate myself, Mr. President, and to congratulate 
this audience, that we are met at the commencement of the year, and insuch a 
place as this, on a subject and occasion so important and interesting, as the pres- 
ent. Itis an auspicious beginning of a year, which is, doubtless, to advance still 
further the triumphs of the Redeemer, and to display in its course the effects of 
His costly purchase. 

The Treasurer of the Board of Commissioners has given, Sir, a recital of its 
operations since its formation. which has been, on many accounts, peculiarly sat- 
isfactory and animating. And I do not speak to invalidate any of his positions, 
or to attempt an impression on the audience of their weight and value. J trust 
that the members of this Society have considered the importance of the enter- 
prise in which they are embarked; and that the daughters of Zion, whom I re- 
joice at length to behold in an assembly like this, listening to the glad news ot 
the rising glories and rapid expansion of the kingdom of Christ, have not been 
unconcerned and unreflecting spectators of the scenes of this eventful period, 

But there is, Mr. President, one view of the subject, which, to my own mind 
at least, seems Calculated to place the efforts.of this and other similar Branch 
Societies in a light of nocommon brilliancv, and to array them with peculiar 
consequence. I allude to the grand moral principle of REACTION. Oni this sub- 
ject permit me to hazard a few remarks. 

Personal religion is all-important to each one of us. And to each of us the 
salvation of relatives, friends, associates and countrymen is, or should be, an ob- 
ject of primary magnitude and concern. Yet, the remark of one Heathen poet 
having already been quoted, I may al:ude to the well known and applauded sen- 
timent of another, ‘lam a man, and deem nothing relating to men uninteresting 
to myself.” And what do we more than others, if we salute or regard our own 
brethren only? We have a wider range of feeling, than that which 1s bounded by 
the little circle of our immediate associates. ‘The religion of the Gospel is diffu- 
sive. Andif prayer is to be made for all men, then doubtless the correspondent 
exertions for their welfare must, as the Providence of Gad affords opportunity, 
be exhibited, as a test of the sincerity of our petitions. 

But I waive even this consideration. It is aprinciple of Bible ethics, that the 
merciful man doeth good to his own soul—that the liberal soul shali be made fat, 
and that he that watereth shall be watered also himseif. 

Where then, in fact, do we find religion most vigorous and flourishing? May 
I not appeal to the state of our own country and its numerous churches, for the 
truth of the observation, that as benevolent exertion for others marks the char- 
acter of professed Christians, their Christianity assumes a livelier, more attrac- 
tive, and lovelier form? 


“Delight intense is taken by rebound, 
Reverberated pleasures fire the soul.” 


I must say, Mr. President, that when I have witnessed, and it often has been 
my lot to witness the cordial though inconsiderable efforts made by children to aid 
one objectin particular of the American Board, the education of heathen youth 
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‘rom its-earliest stages; and when I have read the items of their little sacrifices; 
i have thought that no happier plan could be devised to train up our children to 
fill the stations, which may be assigned them in the coming period of the en- 
targement and glory of the Church. 

Nor does the effect appear only in children. Our mothers and sisters feel it, 
‘Their sympathy in the toils and privations, in the joys and sorrows, fears and 
hopes of our missionaries abroad, leads them eften to the throne of Grace, 
prompts the theme of domestic and social intercourse, renders the heart suscep- 
tible of the best impressions, and hence advances the interests of piety and active 
virtue. Our missionaries go onerrands, which have often-employed the messen- 
gers of light, and members of the heavenly host. Angels would delight in their 
employment still. And is not the contemplation of their devotion to the best of 
causes calculated to warm with kindred feelings the hearts of those they leave 
behind—who are deeply interested for them, and are laboring in the same cause 
by their alms and their prayers? Nor only so. Isit not calculated to form char- 
acters of a similar stamp—to inspire many of the rising race with.a similarly be- 
nevolent and enterprising Christian spirit? 

It has given me, Sir, peculiar satisfaction to find a coalition of interests grow- 
ing ameng us—benevolent plans of various aspect and importance uniting their 
vays int one splendid light, and bearing on the state of man with animating ef- 
fulgence. I allude specially to the stacements lately made before the Massachu- 
setts Peace Society—proposing to the contemplation of the friends of their species 
the vast benefits, which might result to mankind from turning into the salutary 
ctream of Christian benevolence those fountains of wealth, which have been for 
so many ages pouring their tribute into the torrents of war and every desolating 
vice. I flatter myself we are arrived at the period, when, on Cool calculation, it 
is found, and by sober and honorable men acknowledged, that every branch of 
righteousness tends to exalt a nation, and that true Christianity in all its duties in- 
volves, as well the highest interests of states and empires, as the present and 
eternal welfare of the individual believer. 

What but this impression, Mr. President, has been the cause, under a holy 
Providence, of the rapid and extensive influence of Bible Societies? Has it not 
been found that benevolence to others, and especially in their highest concerns, 
is the fruitful germ of personal benefit? And has not the icy selfishness of the 
human heart, and all its frost-work of indolence and indifference been seen to 
melt in the bright shining of the Sun of Righteousness? 

Do we then seek for motives to prompt us? Here they may be met in abundance 
on the objector’s own territories, and within his own enclosures. Bu: may it 
please God to endue us in all our efforts with a simple love to him, who gave— 
not earthly treasure—but his precious life for our souls! This will sufficiently ex- 
<ite us toevery exertion and sacrifice which may be needful to introduce and 
extend the blessings of his kingdom. 


For the Panoplist. 


REVIVAL OF RELIGION IN DUNSTABLE, MS, 


NARRATIVES Of religious revivals are not only refreshing to saints, but also 
awakening to sinners. Thev contribute to the glory of God and the advance- 
ment of his cause. Under this impression, the church of Christ in Dunstable 
Mass., would relate, with humility and thankfulness, what the Lord has done for 
them. 

On May 12, 1757, thischurch was formed, principally of those who had been 
members of other churches, and on the 8th of June following, the Rev. Josiah 
Goodhue was ordained Pastor. During his ministry, which ended in his dismis- 
sion, Sept. 28, 1774, about 65 were added to the church, by profession, and by 
recommendation from sister churches. The church remained destitute of a Pas- 
tor, untilthe Rev. Joshua Heywood was ordained June 5, 1799. But in this 
period, there were two seasons of some special attention; the first in 1787; the 
other in 1794. In this last revival 11 made profession of their faith in Christ, 
and united with the church. While destitute of a Pastor, there was preaching 
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here but a part of the time; people were much scattered; some attending one 
meeting, and some another, but many spent the Sabbath in idleness, or in going 
from house to house, in open contempt of divine authority. _ The church was 
much diminished; as some, who were the hopeful subjects of divine grace, united 


~ with neighboring churches. 


Under Mr. Heywood’s ministry, there was some special attention in 1803, 


go when 11 were added to the church; and in 1813, when 13 were added: Mr. 
- Hevwood’s ministry was closed by his death, Nov. 11, 1814. The whole number 
admitted by him, was 27 by profession, and S$ by letter. 


After Mr. Heywood’s removal, religion was in.a low state. For three years, 


there were only eight admitted to communion. Mirth and. vain amusements 


much engrossed the attention of young people. Others, more advanced in life, 
were unconcerned for their souls. In this trying situation, the friends of the 
Redeemer repaired to the throne of grace. Qn the first Monday in January, 
1816, the monthly concert of prayer began to be observed. by the church; and 


has been attended ever since. There soon appeared some fervency in prayer. 


but still the wavs of Zion mourned. ‘he communicants were reduced to 10 
males and about 27 females, when the Rev. Jabez P. Fisher began his labors here, 
the latter part of August, 1817. By his advice, the church soon appointed 2 
weekly meeting for prayer, that God would pour out his Spirit here and in other 
places. But nothing unusual appeared, except the fervor of Christians in prayer, 
until the first of October. Then special attention began to be manifest. It soon 
increased; and some appeared to be brought into God’s marvellous light. On 
Nov. 30, four were admitted to communion; one of whom had former hopes 
revived, the other three had been recently awakened. After this the work made. 
greater progress; meetings were multiplied and well attended. New cases of 
conviction, or of hopeful conversion, were frequent. The work was not confined 
to age or sex. Persons from eight to sixty years of age have been the hopeful 
subjects. The revival appeared at its height in January and February. When 
most powerful, it was like a still small voice. No enthusiasm or disorder was 
seen. All the hopeful converts have been brought to see and freely confess the 
total sinfulness of their hearts, and their entire dependence on the sovereign 
mercy of God. They have professed to receive the doctrines of grace as the 
only foundation of their hope; and to glory in nothing, save in the cross of our 
Lord Jesus Christ. In some instances, opposition arose high against the work. 
But the Lord appeared, in great mercy, to subdue the hearts of some who were 
warmly opposed, and to bring them to the feet of Immanuel. Some had peculiar 
— but found no peace, till they gave up all for Christ, and resolved to follow 
iim. 

One of the hopeful subjects has given in substance the following relation; 
which may be considered as a specimen of the work. 

“I know not that I ever had any thing more than slight conviction of sin, tilt 
about five years ago. Intime of mortal sickness, my mind became seriously im- 
pressed with the importance of being prepared to meet my God. I saw that F 
was a sinner; and that without pardoning mercy, I must perish. With this view. 
of my condition, I begged that God would have mercy on me. But still I was not 
reconciled to the doctrines of grace. I could not consent to the doctrine of total 
depravity. It was too humbling to my proud heart. J knew that I had sinned; 
but I was unwilling to admit that I was by nature a child of wrath. Such was 
the state of my mind that I was little disposed to converse on religious subjects. 
When under conviction, I was deeply impressed with the duty of tamily prayer. 
I knew that J ought to pray in my family; but this was to mea greattrial. £ 
often resolved to attend to the duty, and as often broke my resolution. So that 
this neglect seemed to be the great obstacle in the way of my obtaining peace. 
When I cried, What shall I do to be saved? the thought would return, Pray in 
your family, I often wished there might be a revival of religion, so that I 
might perform this duty, and appear on the Lord’s side. I thought I could part 
with one of my children by death, as a reason for commencing the worship 
of God in my family. Thus unhappily I lived for several years. I read the 
Bible more, and was more constant in attending public worship; but remained 
unhumbled, and often felt dejected and ready to despair of mercy. After the 
late revival, there was for some time little alteration in my feelings. But at 
‘ength I was more sensibly impressed with the necessity of attending to eyery known 
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duty, in order to enjoy peace of mind. Still Ihad not a freedom of conversation 
with any; and few knew the state of my mind, until God was pleased to reveal 
himself as a merciful God in Christ Jesus. This was at a Sabbath evening con- 
ference. I saw myself altogether depraved and wholly lost, so that nothing but 
the mercy of God in Christ couldever save me. I thoughtit a wonder of mercy 
that I had been spared. I felt reconciled to the Gospel method of salvation; 
willing that God’s counsel should stand, and that he should do all his pleasure, 
I thought I couid pray in my family; and that evening I called them together, 
and, for the first time, presented them with myself before the throne of grace, 
and was enabled to pour out my heart before God. I have since attended this 
duty with delight, as a great privilege. After finding relief to my burdened 
mind, I was much affected with the sin of ingratitude. God appeared not only 
good, but infinitely good; and the love of Christ to be boundless. But what 
returns of love have I made! How has my life been spent in sin' How great is 
my guilt! O how I longed to sit, like Mary, atthe feet of Jesus. I felt as though 
I must be there,and freely confess my former ingratitude. As I was borne down 
with a sense of this sin,these words of the Savior came to mv mind, Son, be of good 
cheer; thy sins are forgiven thee. My heart dissolved in thankfulness and joy, 
which I cannot describe. I soonafter professed the religion of Christ. I have 
since had abundant experience of the mercy of God through Jesus my Redeemer, 
I discover more and more my whole dependence on sovereign grace for salvation 
It is my earnest desire that to God all the glory shall be given, and that by his 
grace I may glorify him in soul and body, forever and ever,” i 

During this revival, 58 have been added to the church. Thirty-two were 
added on the first Sabbath in February. It was both a joyful and solemn day; 
and will long be remembered with peculiar emotions. ‘nirty-seven heads of 
families have been added, The major part of these have children under their 
care, who have been devoted to God in baptism. In a number of instances, 
children have been the hopeful subjects of grace, and admitted to sit down with 
their parents at the table of the Lord. Whata joyfulsight. Five have been 
admitted between 11 and 14 years of age. 

It is hoped there are about fifteen subjects of renewing grace, who have not 
yet united with the church. About half of these are under 12 years of age. How 
many of them are real converts, is known only to God. This is to be remarked 
of those who have professed their faith in Christ. They have given to the church 
a satisfactory relation of their religious exercises; but still, some of them may be 
no more than almost Christians. The day of decisive trial is yet to come. 

This revival has been in answer to prayer. Before it commenced, saints were 
called to unite in prayer for the effusion of the Holy Spirit. The Lord will be 
inquired of by his people to build up Zion. 

‘Lhe means used in this awakening were the plain exhibition of the doctrines 
of grace in preaching and in conferences. Religious narratives were also useful. 
God has also blessed particular attention to the youth in schools. A Sabbath 
school, which has been established here the summer past, has been attended with 
a blessing. We have found great encouragement to train up children in the way 
they should go. Parents and teachers too little feel their vast responsibilitv; or 
consider how much the salvation of children depends on their faithful endeavors 
to lead them into the paths of heavenly wisdom. The administration of baptism, 
both to adult believers and their households, we trust, has been attended with a 
blessing. It has been solemn and affecting to see parents dedicating themselves 
and their children to God in this divine ordinance. ‘lhe promise isto you and 
to your children. ” 

The number of hopeful converts in this revival may not seem large, to those 
who are not acquainted with the place. But according to the last census, the 
inhabitants in this town were but 475; the hopeful converts in the late revival 
are therefore a little more than one seventh, and the communicants in this church 
are nearly one fifth of the inhabitants. 

‘The Lord hath done great things for us, whereof we are glad. Let his name 
be praised that he hath remembered us in mercy, and given us to rejoice in him 
as the Rock of our salvation. In him, we would trust for the continuance of his 
favors; and that he would give usa Pastor after his own heart. With Christiana 
salutations to the saints, we ask a remembrance in their prayers. 

By order of the Church. CLEBEDEE KENDALL, Mocera‘or. 

Dunstable, Mass. December 30, 1818, 
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DEATH OF MR. WARREN. 


From the notice in our last number, our readers must have been led to anticipate 
the death of Mr. Warren, at the Cape of Good Hope. Intelligence of this af- 
ficting event came to hand, by the way of England, early in this month. Our 
dear frie:d and brother died on the morning of August 11th, at the age of 32. 
He was greatly beloved by all, who had opportunity to know his character. 
Among many other qualifications for the work of a missionary, he possessed un- 
common siveetness of temper, and amiableness of manners. The Rev. Mr. 
Thom. w:o Commun:cated the account of his death to his correspondent in Lon- 
don, says, that his last words were, “Is this death? Is this death? Yes, it is 
death. Itisde.th. Come, Lord Jesus, come quickly. ‘To-day, I shali be with 
Christ. Tell brother Richards; tell the brethren at Jaffna, to be faithful unto 


death.” 


¢ 


The following letter from Mr. Richards was received in season for our last 
number, but our limits would not permit ite insertion. 


REV. AND VERY DEAR SIR, Cape-Town, July 17, 1818. 

I shall now endeavor to give you some little account of the manner, in 
which the Lord has dealt with brother Warren and myself, since we left 
Columbo, 

We sailed from that piace on the 26th of April last, and experienced very 
mild and warm weather for about ten days; but notwithstanding the heat, bro- 
ther Warren began to be better immediately. My symptoms continued nearly 
the same, as they had been previousiy to our sailing, for about four weeks; at 
which time the weather became guite cool, I began to be better, and brother 
Warren gained strength taster than before; and during the next four weeks 
brother Warren’s prospects continued to become more and more favorable. I 
became quite strong, and gained considerable flesh. 

A litle before the Close of this period, the weather became very boisterous, 
the wind blew from an unfavorable direction, and the degree of cold was uncom- 
fortable. Our provisions were not fit for any one, who did not enjoy good health. 
Under these circumstances, We came ia sight cf land, and hoped to enter Simon’s 
Bay in one or two days; but Infinite Wisdom had determined otherwise. It was 
not till fourteea days atter we saw the land, that our ship was anchored in Si- 
mon’s Bay. During this last fortnight we experienced a number of severe and 
sudden, but mercifully short, gaies of wind from the N. W. which drove us di- 
rectly out to sea; and tlius were we prevented, for many days, from entering our 
desired haven. It was expected we should be less than eight weeks in our pas- 
sage, instead of which we were sixty eight days; and you may well suppose, 
that we received no benefit from being at sea the last two weeks. But though 
we suffered a little from the roughness of the weather, we have great reason to 
be thankful that we suffered no more. When we arrived in port, we founda 
vessel which came ina few days before, and which had lost her main-mast: 
while in distress she saw another vessel entirely dismasted, and which has not 
since been heard of. What shali we render to the Lord for his mercy in pre- 
serving us. 

Very near the time of our landing, both of us took severe colds. The conse- 
quence in brother Warren’s case was, that he experienced considerable difficulty 
in. breathing, and had some uneasiness in his breast, which, together with othcr 
symptoms, led him to fear that he should again bleed from the iungs; but by the 
immediate use of remedies, and the blessing of Him who has never forsaken us, 
the unpleasant appearances were all removed in four days. Seven days after I 
ianded, I lost my appetite, which had previously been very good. This ap- 
peared in consequence of my violent cough, and very copious expectoration, We 
doth left Simon’s Town on the 14th in a coach, and arrived here the same day, a 
Cistance of 24 miles. The ride was pleasant, and I believe useful in each of our 
cases. Qur present state of health is nearly the same as when we came fo this 
Diace. But the opinion of our physicians respecting us you will leara from the 
Rev, Mr. Thom, whe has kindly engaged to write to yon. 
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Though we find ourselves among strangers, without brother, or sister, oy 
wife, to anticipate and supply our wants, Vet we have no cause to fear that we 
shall be forsaken. The Lord will provide. 

With ardent desires for the prosperity of the Board, and for your own personal 
health and comfort, I subscribe myself, 

Your friend in Christ, JaMEsS RICHARDS, 


Lsxtract of a Letter from the Rev. George Thom, to the Rev. Dr. Worcester, 


REV. SIR, Cafe-Town, Cafe of Good Hopfie, July 18, 1818. 

AT therequest of the Rev. Messrs. Warren and Richards, I now address 
you. At first Mr. R. thought his strength unequal to the task of writing a letter; 
but he has mustered strength, and has sent the enclosed. 

I cannot describe to you the pain I have felt, on seeing these dear brethren; 
pain, indeed, of a different kind from that which many of us have been called to 
experience in Africa. Though worn down by disease, particularly Mr. Warren, 
yet the heart ison the right object. ‘If I am soill, that it would be a great 
risque to undertake another voyage, then let me die in the blessed work.” Mr, 
Richards seems to afford some hope of recovery; but the three medical men, who 
have met to consider their case, say, that they can hold out but little hope of the 
recovery of Mr. Warren. Both are in a consumption; but the case of the last is 
more forward, and accompanied with very bad symptoms. It is hoped, that 
Mr. Richards has but a smail part of his lungs affected. 

As to my own opinion, I think there is very little hope of recovery of either. 
We have procured them a lodging at the most reasonable rate, and I shall do 
my utmost in their behalf. Permission has been granted by the Colonial Gov- 
ernment for their residence, and several of our pious friends express great 
sympathy on their account. The early death of missionaries should, and we 
pray that it may, have a powerful effect on us, who labor in the field; and in 
candidates for this glorious work it should produce more ardent and holy zeal; 
for the work must goon. Thecause is Christ’s; and whether we live or die, we 
are His servants. Thetrials, to which your Board have been called, have been 
uncommon, but not so great as others; and the painful trial, in the present in- 
stance, of two holy and prudent brethren being driven by disease from the 
sphere ot their missionary labors, will no doubt be feit; and if it should please 
their Lord and Master to remove them from his church on earth, great will be 
the affliction. One thing gives me infinite delight; that is to behold the dear 
brethren entirely resigned to the will of their Heavenly Father, and with com- 
fortable views of their interest in hislove. Last night we talked a good deal ot 
Mr. Brainerd, who, though long since gone above, yet by his life and death af- 
fords much encouragement to missionaries. Please to give my most affectionate 
regards to all the brethren at Andover, and tell them from me, that I trust they 
will not be discouraged; and that after six years of labor in this colony, and after 
drinking of the cup of affliction, anc experiencing almost every kind of opposi- 
tion in my work; yet missionary enjoyments are of the highest order, and our 
prospects on earth, and beyond it, are most glorious. We labor for eternity. 
Immortal souls are our object, and nothing is worth the living for but this. 

‘The Rev. Archdeacon Twistleton, of Columbo, savs, in his letter of introduc- 
tion to me, **The American missionaries, Messrs. Richards and Warren, I re- 
commend to your brotherly love. Men of more amiable manners and purer 
piety I never saw; to these qualities may be added others, amongst which are 
gratitude, discretion, and benevolence. May it please the Eternal God to restore 
them to health and renewed exertion in his service.”” Fer this testimony the 
Board will give God praise. 

( Toward the close of his letter Mr. Thom gives the following items of mission- 
ary intelligence. ] 

The Methodists have a mission at Kleine (Little) Namqualand, and I hear 
the two brethren are useful and successful. ‘liie Moravians have three, one is 
just commenced. I believe many souls have been saved by their means. They 
are the oldest laborers in the South Atrican field. 

Our missions are in various parts, in some still blessed. The converts at 
Griqua Town are nu'nerous and wellinformed. Mr. Anderson has long labored 
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r,or & and has been successful. In Namqualand there are several real converts, so far 
it we as men can know the heart. Mr. Pacalt at High Krall has been most successful 

of late. Ona late tour I visited him. Many hundreds of Hottentot children can 
sonal § = read the Scripturesin South Africa. In Caffraria, Mr. Williams continues, by 


God’s help, at his post; but he has many difficulties. The Caffres are continu- 





m ally making inroads on the eastern frontier, murdering the poor shepherds, and 

often the colonists, and carrying off the cattle. 

In the Dutch church, there are twelve ministers, several of whom preach 

‘ster most faithfully and zealously; and a young minister who was educated at Dr. 

Bogue’s and in Holland, is just arrived from Europe. He is pious and zealous. 
8. My labors are very various. I preach in English and Dutch five times a week. 
ress At different times, I have travelled about 8000 miles in the colony, and many 
ter; thousands of all classes have heard the Gospel. Some nominal Christians, and 

some heathen, I trust have been awakened toa sens of their sin. The sale and 
ren; distribution of Bibles, &c. in various languages; also tracts, occupy much of my 
d to time. This station, though difficult, affords much pleasure, asit gives an oppor- 
ren, tunity of assisting missionaries of ail denominationsarriving for the interior, or 
reat passing on to India. About 48 missionaries have touched or arrived here, in the 
Mr. & course of the last six years. 
who #R” (Mr. Thom in the course of his letter, very kindly expresses the result of his 
the observations, as to the missionary character; and meations the following general 
3t is rules, in sending out missionaries; rules, which have always been observed by 


the A. B.C. F.M. viz. 
; 1. To follow the example of our Lord, in sendng out his disciples twe 
er. e and two. 


io neues 


do — 2. A regard to that institution, which God gave from the beginning— 
ov- & marriage. 

eat & 3. Equality among all ministers, employed as missionaries, 

we § 4. The apostolic injunction, to “lay hands suddenly on no man.” 
lin § 5. An education suitable to missionaries, particularly as to theology. 
al; 6. That the term missionaries should be applied qmly to regularly ordained 
we § Ministers. ] 
en Please present my respectful compliments to the Board, and to all the friends 
in- © of missions. Askiug your prayers, I am, Rev. Sir, 

he Your affectionate brother, GroRGE Thom, 
ise % 

be , 

“d LETTER FROM MRS. NEWELL. 

.. In our last we gave an extract of a letter from the present Mrs. Newell to a female friend 
te a The following is an extract of another letter frum the same person. It was dated in July. 
cy “WHEN I look into this and that pious circle,* this and that Christian assem- 
- F bly, I say, O did these friends know what they were enjoying, how would they 
- FF prize it. I have sometimes thought that could I be transported from this be- 
4 nighted wilderness, to the assembly of devout worshippers, I should be almost 
y: ready to conclude I had reached a little heaven. O that these little heavens 

: would multiply and spread over the whole earth. Millions and millions of souls 
i are perishing. Could ye, who know the worth of prayer;—ye, who are sitting 
- F&F under the full splendor of the Gospel, in possession of all its social privileges, 
r have one glance at the misery and degradation with which we are surrvunded, 
in how constantly would your mingled eries ascend, and bow sincerely would you 
- unite all your powers, in devising means for the relief of a perishing world. No 
> = sacrifice, no suffering, would be thought too great.—Rather would you mourn 
; over your selfish indolence, and be amazed that you had done no more. 
i “Tell me particularly respecting the progress of religion in Boston. I have 


long felt a very particular interest for that place. ‘Tell me all about the religious 

| female societies: and O, my friend, be fervent, be importunate for us, a solitary 

s & few, and for these poor heathens.—The shadows will soon flee away; and eter- 
, nity burst upon our astonished view.” 


? 


* Referring to religious privileges and cnjoyments in her native country. 
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DONATIONS 


LO THE AMERICAN BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS FOR FOREIGN MISSIONS 
RECELVED DURING THE MONTH OF DECEMBER, 18°8. 


{vy imitation of the British and Foreign Bible Society, and the Church Missionary Society, 
we intend hereafter to publish, on the reception of anv new donation from an auxiliary Soe 
siety or Association, the amount of all donations from the saine Society since its formation. 
This amount is placed in a column by itself, under the head ‘J'ota/. In regard to most of 
the larger Soeieties, it is very easy to be accurate; but, in regard to others, the work !s much 
more difficult. Many of thcse Societies have changed their names repeatedly, first remitting 
under the name of a Female Missionary Society; then becoming a Female Charitatle Soci. 
ety; then a Female Cent Society, &c. ke and finally, perhaps, sending from ladies in such a 
place, without any denomination. In cases of doubt, the best that we can do is to exer- 
cise our judgment, and to place, as donations from any society, all tnat the docaments in our 
possession will enable us to assign to it. Very often money is sent with a verbal message, 
and not unfrequently the messenger has forgotten the exact name of the Society. from which the 
donation was sent. Receipts are given, and entries made iv the books of the ‘Treasury, 
according to our information at the time of each remittauce; and all donations are published 
soon after they are received. When a donation is applied to a particular ol ject, itis not meant 
to be understood, thag all preceding donations from the same Society have been appropriated 
in the same manner, This may be the ease, or it may not 

We request the officers of every Socicty, whenever a remittance is made, to express in 
writing the name of the society, the sum remitted, the dat:, and the name of the person 
making the remittance; and waen the name of a Society is altered, it will be convenient to 
receive notice of the alteration. Any error, that shall be pointed out, in regard to the amount 
received from any Society, will be corrected at the next acknowledgment of a donation from 
the same society. We wish it, however, to de distinctly understood, that any error in such 
amount, must originate from the difficulty of collecting donations through a space of erght 
years, and from the inaccurate manner in which Societies have been described; but not at 
all from any erroneous entries of the donations as they were received. The entries have 
always corresponded exactly with the sums received, the receipts given, and the publication 
of donations. 


Total. 
Abineton, Ms. The 2d. Fem. Char. Soc. by Jared Whitman, $20 00 
Andover, Ms. A charity box kept by a young man, for the School Fund, 1 00 
Ashfield, Ms. For. Mis. Soe. for the school fund, by Jerusha Bartlett, Treas. 12 00 
Aurora, O. A contnmbution, for the mission to Jerusalem, by the Rev. 
John Seward, ° ° e ‘ . Cs ‘ 8 00 
Barre, Vt. The Gentlemen’s Hea. School Soc. - - 21 45 61 57 
Ladies’ Heathen School Soc. " . ™ . " 22 19 48 60 
Bath, Me. Fem. Hea. School Soc. by Jane Sprague, Treas. 5 00 $2 15 
Berkley, Ms. Fem. Cent Soc. by the Rev. Thomas Andross, 16 37 36 37 
A friend of missions, - 2 s " : 2 00—--18 37 
Beverly, Ms. Fem. Western Mis. Soc. by Abigail Lovett, Treas. 76 82 
Monthly concert for prayer, - - - - 3 61——-80 43 21 35 
Boston, Ms. Monthly concert of the Old South and Park-Street 
churches, for the mission to Jerusalem, : - 31 18 $6 02 
The Young Christian Fraternity, by Mr. James Clapp,* 5 40 
"Khe Cent Soc. by Mrs. Coagper, for the mission under the direo- 
tion of Mr. Kingsbury, . . ‘ 14 1¢ 174 12 
A lady, for a special mission, : - . - 50 00 
Foreign Mission Society, - . ° « 105 00 4,729 37 


Pupils in the scheol of the Rev. William Jenks, a qtarterly col- 
lection, for educating heathen childrenin America and abroad, 2 37—-208 07 


A friend, for the instruction of the heathen, by Miss E. P. - 5 00 
Brentwood, N. H. Fem. Ceat Soc. for the hea. in India, by the Rey. 
Chester Colton, . . ° . . . é 15 00 


Bridgewater, N. Y. Monthly concert for prayer, for the school fund, by 


Mr. S. W. Brace, - : ° : ° ° 5 Ov 
Brimfield, Ms. Fem. Char. Soc. for the Cherokee mission, by the Rev. 

Joseph Vaill, - - - : - - Sl 2? 63 55 

Children in Miss Bishop’s school, - - - 1 06——S2 35 
Cambridge, N. Y. Monthly concert for prayer, for the education of a 

child to be named Narusxiet Scupper PRIME, ° . 31 00 
Canisteo, N.Y. Alfred Feni. Char Soc. by Amelia Davenport, ‘reas. 18 00 30 06 
Cazenovia, N. Y. Mr. L. B. a smail balance, : - - 50 
Chester, Orange County, N’. Y. Fem. Cent Soc. by the Rev. James H. 

Thomas, ° ° . . . ° 12 50 $$ 50 
Mr. Michael Denton, $3- 50; Mr. Elmathan Saitterly, $1, 4 50 
Miss Phebe Board, $1; Miss Susan Board, $1, - 2 0U—--19 00 


* The Young Christian 1*raternity presented also 36 vslumes of use fis! bore ta the Rez? 
Murus Kingsbury, for the: we of the mission among the Chectare. 
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Ms. Betsey Stoddard, for the mission to Jerusalem, _ 1 60 
scr Ms. Hea. weges Soc. for the a fund, by Mr. Amos 
Cobb, freasurer, : y 4u 
Avails “a a charity hox, ahh of which was oollected at the ; 4 
concert, by Clarissa Briggs, - - 9 8 
Civldven in the eastern school district, as a reward of merit; for f 
ed. hea. children, by the same, = - - 4 73—--23 96 
Danvil'e, Vt Mr. Augustus Clark, for the mission to Jerusalem, 8 it 
Dunsville and Sparta, Steuben Co. N. Y. Fem. Cent Soe. tor the mis- 
sion at Brainerd, by Clorinda Barnard, Treas. : - 16 00 
Doreester, Ms. A ludy, by the Rev. Mr. Codman, for the winnie 
rusale . 20 0 
Reins @ box, in the second parish, by Mr. E. Sharp, 26 68—--46 68 
Dracit, Mis. Monthly concert in the secend chureh, by Mr. L. F. Dim- as 
ick - “ ¢ 
Fairhaven, Vt. Fem. Hea. School Soc. - 20 50 
Glouces‘er, Ms. Mr. Josiah Page, for transloting the Scriptures, Sl; for 
missions, Sl, 2 0 
Goshen, Cow. Fem. Char. Soc for the ‘Chapel at Bombay, by Catharine 
D. | arvey, Treas. 24 Us 
The © ‘hildren’ s Soc. for od. hea. chidéven in lode, by ‘the Rev. 
Joseph Harvey, Treas. - - 6 36 
Contr bution in the congregational church, for the Cherokee 
mission, by Vea Augustus Thompson, : - 50 00——80 40 


Granville, N. ¥. Fair Vale Fem. Cent Soc. for the foreign mission school, 20 00 
Greenfield, Ms. Contribution in the second congregetions! church, by S, 


Wells, jun. Esq. » * . . 18 40 
Hadlyme, Con. Fem. Soe. for the Cherokee mission, by Sally Vaill, Q 27 
Hardwick, Ver. Mr. Daniel French, hi Dea. Charles nn for the 

mission to Jerusalem, $1, 2 00 
Harpersfield, N. Y. Fem. Orphan Soc. for the child named Corrox 

MarTuer, the second payment, by Polly Penfield, " 30 09 
Holden, “is. Monthly concert for prayer, by Mr. Isaac Fisk, 15 27 


Holles, NU. From eight children in a Sabbath school, by Hannah W orcester, 1 00 
Keene, N. UL. Monthly concert, for the mission to Jerusalem, by the 


Rev. Z. S. Barstow, - - 7 70 
Midd/eboro’, Ms. Heathen’s Friend Soe. by Miss T hompson, 31 70 
shear ye 00 From an unknown poremm, by the Rev. Joha 

Andrews, - 5 00 

Children i in the Sabbethachoal, he the od. of hea. children, 3S 66—-—-8 66 

.Vorthampton, Ms. and the neighboring towas For. Mis. Soc. ine the 
Hon. Josiah Dwight, Treasurer, - - 360 00 

Centribution after a sermon by the Rev. E. Cornelius, 38 OO—-398 00 
Vorth-Stonington, Con. Several females, by the Rev. J. Davis, 5 638 
Norway, Herkimer, Ce. N. ¥. Coutribution in the congregation, by the 

tev. S. Burt, - - - - i271 

From the Rev. Mr. Burt, - - - 5 0U—--17 7i 
.Vorwich, Ver. Fem. Benev. Soc by Dea. = Newton, Treas. 1g UG 
Orwell, Vt. Rev. Mason Knapen, - - 1 00 

Miss Griswold, 5 cts; Miss Briggs, 50 cts. 1 GU-——-2 02 
Peiham, N. H. ‘The Rev. J. H. Church, tor a child to ie educated in 

Ceylon, to be named Stepnen Cuuncw, - . i2 00. 
Several females iu do. for the Choetaw mission, 2 50—--14 50 


Ph ladelphia The Evaugelical Mite Society for the education of a 
child in Ceylon, to be named ExnatTaan WHEELER Seexy, remitted 


by Robert Ralston, Esq. - - - - : - 50 00 
Pittsfeld, Vt. A triend of missions for the child named Catvin Par- 
SONS, the 2d. payment, - - - - - 30 00 
Mr. James Goodrich, + 6 VU—--36 00 
Preston,Con. Female Missionary ‘Society, by Mr. G. F. Davis, 18 U0 
Rochester, Vt. Heathen School Society, by the Rev. L. Paneons, 6 58 
#2vyalton, "Vt. Fe ‘mate tleathen School Society for the child named 
Martin T ULLER, the 2d payment, — - - - - - $000 
Rupert, Vt. Monthiy concert, by the Rev. Martin Powell, - 6 i5 
female Cent Society, by Luey Powell, a - - . 7 SO 
Salem, Ms. TVhe’ Vabernacle Thanksgiving Society, by Mary senate 
the Treasurer, for the child named SAMUEL Wonce STER, 29 U0 
Sand- Lake, N. ¥. by Mr. William Richards, for the School fund, from 
the following persons, viz. Jane Frothingham, Sl. 1 00 
Mary Ann Lyman, $1. Lucretia Gregory, 1. Mariette Gregory, $1. 3 00 
Augusta Prethinghuenn 50 cts. Pamela Thorn, 50cts. Mrs.Cummings, 25ets. 1 25 
Sutton, Ms. Female Cent Society for educating heathen children in ouv 


own country, by Lucy B. Morse, Treasurer, - - - 23 
Trenton, N. J. Sereno Taylor eud Mrs. Vastor, . 2 
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40 Donations to the American Board of Commissioners. 


Upton, Ms. Female Cent ape id by Ruth Fisk, for missions in the 
west, - - 31 00 
Pxbridge, Ms. From several ladies, for the benefit of heathen children, 23 62 
Vussalborouzh, Me. Mite Sosiety for educating a child under the 
eare of the Rev. Mr. Nichols, at Salsetie, to be named Tuomas Apams, 11 600 
Wareham, Ms. The Heathen’s Friend Society fer the ooeny child, 
Joun Extiot, by Hannah Burgess, Treasurer, 15 00 
Weathersfield, Vt. Young Gentlemen’s Charitable Society, by Mr. 
John Fellows, haan. for ota heathen children in North 


America, ° e « 5 00 

Female Charitable Society for do. by Elisabeth Chase, 12 41 
Wendell, Ms. A little girl, to send a testament to a Pagan child, by 

Rev. 4. Wilbur, . 50 


Westborough, Ms. Ladies Heathen School Revelation for the child 
named FaisHa soerienn the 4th semi-annual pay ao, by Han- 


nah Fay, - - 15 00 
Wilmington, Vt. Female Cent Society for the Cherokee mission, by 
Mr. Gerrit V. H. Forbes, - - - - 5 55 
A gentleman for the school fund, - 25 
Mrs. Asenath Thompson, 50 cts. Lois Burbank, 50 cts. for the 
Cherokee mission, . . - - . 1 00——6 80 
Wilmington, Ms. The eatechetical school, for the education of 
heathen children, by Mr. L. F. Dimmick, - : ° 1 13 
Windsor, Vt. Female Cent Society by Naomi Mills, Treasurer, remitted 
by Deacon N. Coolidge for heathen children in North America, - 50 00 
Mr. Joseph Hawley, for heathen children, : - - 62 
Worcester, Ms. A friend of Missions, © : 5 0U 
Wrentham, Ms. Samuel Mann, for the wenslation of the Scriptures, 110 





86 23 


The following donations were received by the Rev. Joseph Harvey, for the Foreign Mis- 
sion School, in the course ofthe last summer. It was thought best to place them in a sepa- 
rate list. The donations from Boston and the vicinity were committed tothe Rev. Mr. Stone 


Boston. Several individuals, as follows, viz. 


Henry Gray, Esq. - . : : : 30 00 

Mr Henry Homes, - - - - : 15 00 

Deacon J. Salisbury, - . e e . - 1000 

Other persons rot named, - - - - 75 50—-130 50 
Brookfield,Con. Three young ladies, . : : 3 00 
Canandaigua, N. Y. Female Charitable Society, . - 18 00 

Miss Moseley’s school, - - : - - 8 50 

A collection in the congregation, - - . 33 00——-59 50 
Chatham, N. Y. Female Concord Society, . : 26 34 

Charity box kept by Mr. nba, : - - 50 

A minister in do. - ° - . - 1 00 27 84 
Danby, N.Y. Dea. Jesse Hyatt, : - - : - 5 00 
Dorch hester, Ms. Rev. John ‘Codman, - - - - 20 00 
Last-Bloomfeld, N.Y. and vicinity, - - . - - 66 31 
Geneva, N.Y. A contribution, - - - : 20 00 

From individuals, ° : ° ° ° 2 28 

From ladies, - ot 00——-43 28 
Gill, Ms. Female Charitable Society, by Almira Cannon, Treasurer, 32 

Eunice Field, - . . 2 0U—--14 $2 
Goshen, Con. "A female friend to the heathen, - 177 
Hadlyme, Con. The Female Charitable Society, by Sarah Vaill, 

Treasurer, - - 16 00 
Lenox, Ms. Female Cent Society, by Abigail Walker, Treasurer, 12 00 

From Mr. Hendrick, - . , 2 00—--14 00 
Middletown, Con. A collection, - - - - - il 50 
Moscow, N.Y. do. do. - : . - - 5 53 
“Mount Morris, N.Y. do. do. - - 3 86 
New-York. Seyeral persons, by the Rev. Gardiner Spring, 45 93 

‘rom the Rev. G. Spring, - - - - 3 75——-49 68 
North Guilford, Con. A female friend to the heathen, 1 OU 


Ladies Society for ecneating rene youth, by nee Cook, 





Treasurer, 9 53 

A charity box, - ° - - - - 477 
A 2d charity box in do. : - - - 6 59—--21 84 
Plymouth, Con. Mr. Edmund Langdon, - - - - 3 00 
Seretaga, N.Y. Mr. Darius O. Griswold, - - - - 2 OU 

Saybrook, Con. Rev. Frederic W. Hotchkiss, - - 2 00 
A friend to the heathen, - - - - 12——-2 12 

Simsbury, Con. Female Charitable Society, - - 20 00 
Mr. Whitmore, - - 2 W—-22 00 
Shkaneateles, N.Y. By Rev. B. B. Stockton, - : 15 00 





Total of donations received in December, 2 206 4° 
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Journal of the Mission at Brainerd. 


JOURNAL OF THE MISSION AT BRAINERD. 
Continued from Vol. XIV. fr. 569. 


October 1, 1818. Having failed in several attempts to dig a well last year, and 
for the want of one been obliged to bring all our water from the creek, or from 
a small spring under its bank, about 70 rods from the mission house, we deem 
it worthy of notice in our journal, that we this day finished our well, which is 


- jikely to afford us plenty of good water; though from the quantity of limestone 


through which it passes, it is too hard for washing. Tt is about 28 feet deep; the 
bottom all rock, except a small crevice, through which the water rises. We 
attribute the failure last year to the abundance of rain, which fell that season, 
causing the earth to fallin, as wedug. It is believed, that this is the only wel! 
in the Cherokee nation; and we feel under increased obligations of gratitude te 
the Giver of all good, for this addition to our convenience and comfort. 

7. Father Hoyt left us for the purpose of meeting the Presbytery of East- 
Tennessee, which is to meet at Washington, (Ten.) to-morrow. 

10. Brother Chamberlain went to Mr. Hicks’s, and expects to preach in that 
neighborhood to-morrow. We had a prospect of a lonely time at the mission- 
house; but the Lord, who isever rich in mercy, and goodness, was pleased to 
send us two dear brethren, Mr. Robert Glenn, who has just received a licence 
from the Presbytery of East-Tennessee, and Mr. Christopher Bradshaw, candi- 
date for license under the care ofthe same Presbytery. They will spend the 
Sabbath with us. 

Sabbath 11. Had avery precious season. Brother Glenn preached. Our 
congregation was rather thin, but we think we had the presence of the Lord. 

12. Brother and sister Hall, and sister Sarah left us for Knoxville. We have 
considerable anxiety on their account, as sister Hall isin such a delicate state of 
health. We hope it may be improved by the journey. 

Brother Chamberlain returned this morning. He had a good meeting on the 
Sabbath. Between 20 and 30 of the natives attended. Some appeared affected 
on hearing the W ord of God, and all desired to have preaching continued in that 
place. In the afternoon, brother and sister Chamberlain, and the two visiting 
brethren, and two of our pious scholars, went on a visit to a Cherokee sister. 
They had a very agreeable meeting. The Lord appeared to be with them of a 
truth. ‘hanks to our covenant God for the clusters of Eshcol, of which we are 
permitted to taste inthis wilderness. 

13. This morning brothers Glenn and Bradshaw took their leave of us, pro- 
bably to meet us no more till we meet in heaven. We have great reason to bless 
God for the interview, and hope it will be of lasting benefit to our souls. It was 
said to one of our native sisters, “If it gives so much joy to see Christian friends 
here, what will it be in heaven, where we shall meet all the Christians in the 
world, never again to part?” “OQ” said she, the tears starting from her eyes, 
“it will be more than we can bear.” 

15. Our spirits were refreshed by a short visit from several Christian friends 
from Athens, Geo. who so kindly administered to the wants of father Hoyt and 
family, when on their way to this station. The zeal they then showed for the 
cause of missions was still conspicuous. They expressed great satisfaction in the 
progress of Christianity and civilization among this people, and said it exceeded 
their expectations. They were peculiarly delighted to hear the children of the 
forest singing the songs of Zion. Being now on their way to West-Tennessee, 
they encouraged the hope of another call when they return. 

16. Father Hoyt returned from Washington, having been preserved in 
health, and enjoyed a very refreshing season with the Presbytery. By invitation 
he took a seat in that body, as a corresponding member, and spent four days 
with them. They had preaching every day which was attended by a large 
number of people. On one of the days was the time of review of a regiment of 
militia, The whole regiment was marched to the place of preaching, which 
Was in a grove, and attended with much solemnity. The Lord has recently 
poured out his Spirit in many parts of this Presbytery, and the friends of Zion 
are looking up with rejoicing. There are now under the care of this Presby- 


Vou. XV. 5 


tHe 
oa 


= 5 ae. = 


















































—— - i : : = 
See sy ae ee ee 


- ome. Se we 


cone 
ae 


aie niece es, = 
- —* ~ <2 - . = x “ am — " ~ = rae = Pa ae ee - ~ — > 4 
= =i ae ws 4 eden “ z = - rat - a - es 7 er Fane Ege ee me ~ we — 
Pe 2 2 : its ie * a a = ri ad ihe . SSS Si geererr “x 2 : er a ee are a 
- - ~ outer ar 7 = . . > : . ei oe 2 re cape eT ae . % a oye et -s — = + 
, in ema he re E a ee a ee ee a Ta: : pe, Oe ge 
—_ . . 4 - r ——< = . ye 2, . re Dele tae ae ian Bie. : t +g . 2 ae Be te aye oe 5 y - x= . ~ 
. i yore 3 en se. - med c Sa ht penne 4 7 Dee = ™ Cue a ae 5 ! ee eS . s oe r™ ee —_— 
z ~ es - a a - . = . : re Z ys oS 8 Se C3 ee « ae + — z — - oS de = - Fr 
: . ow ab sonal --\ ete TR ee SS a ; eee = =. : at . =s r Se ae . . - = - - a ne: ety = es . ~ = 
age = SR Be Comey Ti a= om “Tome <= ee oe oa c : - ~ “ “<a Pes ar: > <= = rs > = aa. Ss toate: teil = 
a = Foe ee a —— sf. * A > ~ 7 eeepc ey ——— _ > - “ 2 >. —~ - — a 






42 Journal of the Mission at Brainerd. Jay, 


tery six young men, who promise great usefulness to the church as heralds of the 
everlasting Gospel. 

7. Brother Hicks cameto make usa visit, and to spend the Sabbath with us, 
He thinks the people are generally well pleased with our management of the 
school; says he hears no complaint, and will endeavor to persuade the parents of 
children sent to school, to keepthem more constantly with us. He still thinks, 
there will be no want of children to fill the school, whatever may be the number 
we canadmit. We think the greatest difficulty will be in retaining the children 
long enough to fix their habits, and finish their education. Many of these igno- 
rant people appear to think that their children can become learned in a few 
months. 

19. One of our girls, who has been with us about six months, and is about 10 
years old, being told that her grand-mother, who has the care of her, having 
brought her up from her infancy, was coming to take’her from the school to go 
tothe Arkansas, replied, with a trembling voice, ‘“‘] dont want to go away,” 
and immediately burst into tears. She has since wept much, and expressed a 
great unwillingness to leaveus. Her friends would doubtless be glad to continue 
her in the school, were they to remain on this side of the Mississippi; but we 
fear they wiJl not consent to remove without her. The Arkansas emigration has 
already drawn off a number of our scholars. May the Lord send them teach- 
ers there, who shall train them up in the way of truth, and complete that, 
which we would gladly do for them. 

20. The boy mentioned Sept. 5th, was this day sent for. He manifested a 
great unwillingness to leave us, would eat no dinner, and went away alone and 
wept. The man who came after him, said, the boy’s father was well pleased 
with the school, and would be glad to have all his children here, were it not for 
the fear, that their mothers would take them away and keep them; and as the 
boy felt sobad about going, he would leave him for the present. 

The little girl mentioned yesterday, finding this boy was left because he cried, 
said, “‘“When they come after me, I willcry as hard as I can, and may be they 
willleave me too.” 

Brother Butrick left us to go to father Gambold’s, and thence to attend the 
talk at the agency. 

22. Brother Peter Kanouse arrived from the Choctaw station, with Israel 
Folsom, a half breed of that nation. He is taking the lad to the Foreign Mission 
School in Connecticut. 

27. Brother Butrick returned. Nothing had been done at the talk, when he 
left the agency, the governor having just arrived. He saw many of the Indians 
assembled, and great numbers of white people, who were selling whiskey to 
them, and also drinking, swearing, gambling, &c. among themselves. 

28. Brother Kanouse left us on his way to New-Jersey, with his Choctaw 
Jad. He also took with him from our school a half breed Cherokee, for the For- 
eign Mission School. The presence and conversation of this dear brother, has 
been very refreshing to our spirits, and we hope profitable to our dull and slug- 
gish souls. Our communion has been sweet, and separation is painful. We have 
reason to bless God, that even in this heathen land, we are afforded such precious 
seasons with Christ and his servants. 

30. Being informed, that the king and chiefs of the upper towns were con- 
vened in council at brother Hicks’s, it was thought best for one of us to make 
them a visit. ‘his was assigned to’Father Hoyt, and he went out to day for that 

urpose. 
Nov. 2. Father Hoyt returned, and gave the following account of his visit. 
‘I arrived at brother Hicks’s on the evening of the day I left home. Some of the 
expected chiefs had not arrived, and on that account the council had not formed. 
A number of men were standing around the two doors of brother Hicks’s largest 
room, and others were stancing within. I was invited to pass the crowd and 
walk in. On entering I observed the King seated on a rug, at one end of the 
room, having his back supported by a roll of blankets. He is a venerable look- 
ing man, 73 yearsold; his hair nearly white. At his right hand, on one end of 
the same rug or mat, satbrother Hicks. The chiefs were seated in chairs, in a 
semicircle, each facing the king. Behind the chiefs a number of the common 
people were standing listening to a conversation, in which the king and chiefs 
were engaged. I was immediately discovered by Mr. Hicks, and invited to 
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walk round the circle to him. The conversation was immediately stopped. 
Brother Hicks gave me his hand without rising; and then introduced me to the 
king and to those of the chiefs, with whom I had not been previously acquainted; 
each in his turn giving me his hand without rising. A chair was then placed for 
me inthe circle. As soon as I had taken my seat, the king inquired after the 
health of the missionaries, the children, &c. ‘They then resumed their conversa- 


tion in their own language, continued it a short time, and closed. We were next 


informed, that supper was waiting. ‘The king and chiefs filled the table, ex- 
cept the place which was assigned to me. ‘The strictest order was observed at 


~~ table, no one moving a hand until a blessing was asked, nor withdrawing 
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until thanks were returned. ‘lhe same order was observed atevery meal after- 


’ ward. 


“The evening was spent in social conversation, which was carried on with the 
utmost freedom, Mr. Hicks being our interpreter. The king and chiefs expres- 
sed great satisfaction in the school, and many thanks to those who are engaged 
for the instruction of their children and people. The king observed, it was evi- 
dence of great love to be willing to teach and feed so many children without 
pay; and he did not doubt it would be greatly to the benefit of the nation; for 
though bad men could do more mischief when learned, the good would be much 
more useful; and he knew we taught the children tobe good, and hoped many of 
them would follow our instructions. 

“Notwithstanding the number of people collected, there was not the least dis- 
order or tumult, all retired to rest at an early hour, and perfect stillness prevail- 
ed the whole night. The council was not formed until late the next day. It 
was opened by aformal speech, delivered with animation, and heard with great 
solemnity. I was told that opening the council in this manner is an ancient re- 
ligious rite, and considered as an appeal or prayer to the Good Spirit; though 
few, if any, now understand the meaning of the words used. Several letters 
were read in council by brother Hicks, respecting the exchange of country, but 
nothing of importance was done. The council adjourned a little betore sunset, 
and the same order was observed the second night as the first. 

“The next morning, being the second after my arrival, I mentioned to brother 
Hicks my desire to give them atalk, at some convenient time, while the council 
was sitting, if he thought it would be agreeable to the king and chiefs. He said, 
it would, no doubt, be agreeable to them, and he would prepare the way by men- 
tioning it as soon as the council met. The king and chiefs being seated in the 
council house, and the people gathered around, brother Hicks told them I had 
some hing to say, if they were willing to hear, and informed me that they would 
then attend to what I had to say. 

“I immediately entered the council house, so called, which is merely a spacious 
roof, supported by posts set in the ground, and left open on all sides; except that 
it has a railing which extends round the whole building, leaving only an opening 
on one side about the width of a common door. Next the railing on the inside 
are benches round the whole building, en which the king, old men, and chiefs, 
are seated; the rest of the people stand on the outside of the railing. I stood a 
little below the centre of the house facing the king, with Mr. Hicks on my right 
as interpreter, my audience surrounding me on every side. 

“After a short introduction, in which I expressed my thanks, that the Good 
Spirit had permitted me to meet them; that they hud received me as a friend and 
brother; and were now giving me an opportunity to speak to them, I endeavored 
to exhibit the character of the true God, as a’ being of unbounded benevolence, 
and brought to view the evidences of this from the works of creation and provi- 
dence;—told them the good book, which contained the principles of our religion, 
asserted and confirmed these facts, and also taught us, that to be happy we must 
be good; that to be truly good was to be like the Good Spirit; that He was dis- 
pleased with sin, and, well pleased only with that which was gvod, and those who 
did good;—yet He did good to all, and would have all men told what they must 
do in order to be happy. ‘This was found in the good book, and the Good Spirit 
would have all men made acquainted with it. I endeavored to show them, that 
the plan for missions aad schools among them must have been devised solely for 
sng good; nothing was asked from them; not a foot of their land, or ‘any thing 
else. 
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“T then gave a brief statement of the feelings of the missionaries before they 
came out, and of others in our own country; particularly their ardent desire, that 


their red brethren might enjoy the same privileges they did; enumerated some of | a 


these, particularly the education of our children and its advantages; and obsery. 


ed, that they need not think it strange we were willing todo all we were doing for F 


them without pay, as we found our own happiness in seeking to do them good; 
that we loved the children committed to our care, and found ourselves well paid | 
for all we did for them, in the satisfaction the Good Spirit gave usin our work;~ 
that the best way to secure our own happiness was to do what we could to make 
others happy;—and concluded by mentioning what had been said to us respecting 


small schools, where the children could chiefly live at home;—wished them to | 8 


communicate their desires freely and fully on this subject; and though we might 


not be able to do all that we and they could wish, we would do what we could, | s 
“| was heard with the most fixed attention, and have reason to believe, from 
the starting tear on every side, that the warm feelings of brother Hicks imparted — 


an affecting — to the interpretation, which was given sentence by sentence 
as I spoke. I continued my discourse much longer than was at first intended; 
being encouraged to do so from my own feelings, and the appearance of the 
audience. 
“When I had taken my seat, a few words passed between the king and the 
chieis, in their own language; after which the king said, they thanked me for the 
good talk I had given them, and were all well pleased with the whole of it, 
‘They knew, as he had told me the evening before, that nothing bui a desire to 
do good, could induce us to instruct and feed so many children without pay. It 
was further observed, that they must now attend to business of great national 
amportance, and, as soon as that was finished, they would attend to what I had 
said about other schools, and communicate freely according to my requests. | 
then observed, that I must leave them and return to the school; but, if agreeable, 
I would first take the king by the hand, in token of our mutual love and friend- 
ship, and of the mutual love and friendship that subsisted between his people, 
and all concerned in the mission. ‘The king most cordially gave his hand, asa 
token and seal of this, while 1 implored the divine blessing upon him and his 
people. This being done, the chiets all rose from their seats, came up to me, 
one by one, and each gave his hand in a most affectionate manner. ‘This closing 
scene was to me truly impressive, and I think will not soon be forgotten. 
“Brother Hicks left the council, and accompanied me a short distance on my 
way. While by ourselves he assured me, there was no dissimulation in what I 
had seen; that all were highly pleased, and he thought much good would result 
from the interview.” 
Brother Hall returned from Knoxville alone. He brings the heavy tidings that 
our afflicted sister, for whose health the journey was undertaken, so far from 
aining by the ride, was rather worse, and on that account he had left her in 
.noxville. Sister Sarah remained with her asa companion. The Lord has vari- 

= ways to try his people. May we ever say from the heart, “Thy will be 
one.” - ’ 

Nov. 4. The parents of Catharine Brown called on us. They are on their 
Way to the agency. ‘The old grey-headed man, with tears in his eyes, said he 
must go over the Mississippi. The white people would not suffer him to live 
here. ‘They had stolen his cattle, horses, and hogs, until he had very little left. 
He expected to return from the agency in about 10 days, and should then want 
Catharine to go home, and prepare to go with him to the Arkansas. We re- 
quested him to leave his daughter with us yet a little while, and go to the Ar- 
kansas without her; and we would soon send her to him, with much more 
knowledge than she now has. ‘To this he would not consent; but signified a de- 
sire, that some of us would go along with him. Itis a great trial to think of send- 
ing this dear sister away with only one year’s tuition; but we fear she must go. 
The Lord can and will order otherwise, if, on the whole, it is for the best. 

6. Brother Chamberlain went out to make a visiting tour, and meet our ap- 
pointment for preaching on the Sabbath. As he will go by brother Hicks’s and 
father Gambold’s, he took Catharine and another hopeful convert along with 
him. Catharine expects this to be her last visit in that quarter. 

9. Brother C. returned. He brings intelligence, that the natives at Yu-*a- 
loo-za@ are very anxious to have one of us reside with them, preach on the Sab- 
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path, and teach a few children, who will be boarded by their parents. This 
place is about 60 miles south by east from Brainerd. Brother Butrick spent 
some time there on his tour last September. It appears that his preaching and 
conversation has, by the divine blessing, excited the attention of the natives, . In 
meeting of the brethren, it was thought best to pay particular attention 
to this place; and, if it should hereafter be thought advisable, brother Butrick 
may perhaps collect a small school there, preach on the Sabbath, and still pur- 
sue the study of the language, as he may probably board in a family where they 
speak only Cherokee. 

14. A poor Cherokee woman, whose husband has taken another wife, and 
left the first with a daughter about 8 years old, expressed a strong desire to put 
this child into the school, if she could find some way to furnish it with clothes. 
Ascertaining that the woman was really poor, we proposed to take the girl and 
clothe her as our own, if the mother would let her stay with us constantly, until 
she had acquired a good education. She readily accepted the proposal, promis- 
ing to let us keep the girl as long as we thought necessary; that she would come 
here when she wanted to see her, and not take her away at all. 

19. We had this evening a melancholy proof of man’s proneness to degener- 
ate into the savage state, and lose the knowledge of the truth as it is revealed in 
the Scriptures. A mother advanced in life, and a son apparently about 25 years 
old, who would not be suspected to have a drop of Indian blood in their veins, 
tarried with us for the night. They said they were part Cherokee; though the 
son could not speak the language at all, and the mother but poorly. ‘hey con- 
versed freely, and manifested almost a total ignorance of every thing relating to 
religion, or a future state, and differed in nothing, but color and speech, fromthe 
sons of the forest. 

20. We had a very affecting scene, in the departure of our sister Catharine. 
Her father and mother, returning from the agency to go to the Arkansas, stopped 
yesterday for the purpose of taking her along with them. She knew that she needed 
more information to be prepared to go alone into the wilderness; and intreated then 
to leave her with us a little longer. She is their only daughter; and they would not 
consent on any terms. The struggle was very severe. She wept and prayed, 
and promised to come to them, as soon as she had finished her literary educa- 
tion, and acquired some further knowledge of the Christian religion. We en- 
gaged that she should be provided for while here, and assisted in going to them. 
lJer mother said, she could not live if Catharine would not now go with them. 
Catharine replied, that to her it would be more bitter than death to leave us, and 
go where there were no missionaries. Her father became impatient, and told 
her, if she would not mind him, and go with them. now, he would disown her for- 
ever; but if she would now go, as soon as missionaries came to the Arkansas, 
(and he expected they would be there soon,) she might go and live with them as 
long as she pleased. He wished her to have more learning. 

Never before had this precious convert so severe a trial; and never, perhaps,. 
did her graces shine so bright. She sought for nothing but to know her duty, 
and asked for a few minutes to be by herself undisturbed. She returned and 
said she would go. After she had collected and put up her clothing, the family 
were assembled, a parting hymn was sung, and a prayer offered. With mingled 
emotions of joy and grief, we commended her to the grace of God, and they 
departed. 

Feeds babe in Christ; a few months ago brought out of the dark wilder. 
ness; here illuminated by the word and Spirit of God; and now to be sent back. 
to the dark and chilling shades of the forest, without one fellow traveller, with 
whom she can say, “Our Father!” O ye, who with delight sit under the drop- 
pings of the sanctuary, and enjoy the communion of saints, remember Catharine 
in your prayers. 

22. The woman, who left her daughter on the 14th, with the promise that 
she should stay with us as long as she pleased, came to take her away. She had 
heard, that the child cried for her mother, which was true. We told her the 
child would be contented, after she had been here a short time; that several of 
the children, who were now unwilling to leave us, were more discontented a” 
first, than her daughter. But the poor, unenlightened mother, knowing nothing 
but the feelings of nature, could not be persuaded to leave her. We were very 
sorry to part with this child, and see her taken back to the regions of darkness, 
perhaps never mere to see the light of life: but were obliged to submis. 
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23. Sister Chamberlain continues very unwell. Mother Hoyt’s feeble health 
is almost exhausted, and sister Anna’s health is breaking under the double 
charge and labor, which devolve upon her. Some of the poor children, whom 
we agreed to clothe, are becoming ragged; and we fear the uninformed natives 
will think we are not careful to do by them as we have promised. The cloth- 
ing, so long since forwarded for our relief, and which at this time would be of 
most essential service, does not arrive. We have heard that: boxes directed to 
us h.ve been some time in Augusta; but no team could be found to bring them. 
We have need of patience. ‘‘Lord, increase our faith.” 

24. Our triends from Athens, mentioned on the 15th ult., called on their return. 
One of them, Mr. J. Newton, gave five dollars for the benefit of the institution. 

25. A white man, who has a Cherokee family, and is himself about as ignor- 
ant as most of the Cherokees, brought back his son, who has been home ona 
visit. The father said he was greatly discouraged about trying to give his son an 
education,and did not Know what to do about bringing him back; as he thought the 
white people were determined to have the country, and it was likely he should 
be obliged to remove over the Mississippi before his son could learn enough to do 
him any good. He said many of the Cherokees were discouraged, and keeping 
their children at home on the same account We told him, this need not make 
any difference in regard to sending their children to school; for in the event of 
the removal of the nation, the children would be removed also; and what was 
lacking in the education of children admitted to school here, should be finished 
there. He seemed much pleased with this: and said, he did not before expect 
we would be w:lling to go so far. He should never go, unless he was obliged to 
do so. 

These people consider the offer of taking reserves, and becoming citizens of 
the United States as of no service t: them. ‘They know they are not to be ad- 
mitted to the rights of freemen, or the privilege of their oath, and say, no Chero- 
kee, or white man with a Cherokee family, can possibly live among such white 
people, as will first settle their country. 

28. The great talk, for which ee began toassemble on the 20th of Oc- 
tober, was Closed yesterday. The United States commissioners proposed to the 
Cherokees an entire change of country, except such as chose to take reserves, 
and come under the government of the United States. This proposition they 
unanimously rejected, and continued to reject, as often as repeated, urging that 
the late treaty might be closed as soon as possible. Nothing was done. 

(Zo be continued. ) 


REVIVAL OF RELIGION IN BELCHERTOWN., 


Tus town enjoyed a considerable attention to religion, inthe years 1812 and 
1813. A large number of persons made a pubiic profession of their faith, and of 
their allegiance to Christ, uf which most of their lives have since exhibited the 
sincerity. The good effects of those truths, of which they then declared their 
belief, have been apparent. But religion itself was not without its enemies; nor 
its humblest disciples without their sufferings. ‘Fhe haters of all serious piety 
are never ashamed of using an old argumeni, whose falsehood has been proved 
a hundred times; nor will they blush to propagate a scandal, which they know 
has not the least foundation in fact; provided, by so doing, they can injure the 
characgers of Christians, and heap reproach on that cause, which, above all 
other things they wish to see extirpated tromtheearth. I: always irritates such 

ople to witness any Consistent representation of Christianity; and the more 
its prominent features are exhibited, and the more fully its humbling doctrines 
are iilustrated, so much the more determined and persevering is their hostility. 
At the time above mentioned themes of rzpro.ch were .ot wanting. Some, who 
had professed their renunciation of the world, and acknowledged their allegiance 
to the Savior of sinners, were guilty of itrezuiar ties, whica dishonored his cause, 
gave occasion of sorrow to their friends, and «t triumph to their evemics. Others 
became cold in their devotions, and negligent of duties. 

Of the great majority coldness and apathy seemed to be the characteristics; 
they were as most Christians are, too smuiiferent to the saivation of thir per- 
ishing fellow.men, and appeared to forget the Gaties wuich taey owed to souls 
perishing in sin, the claims of compassion, anu the encouragements to faithful- 
ness, givenin the word of God. 
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In this state the church, and the people at large, continued, till September 
last. No unusual occurrence was then known to excite the public attention to 
religion. The pastor of the congregational church, the Rev. Mr. Porter, attended 
the services of the Sabbath as usual, without noticing any other symptom of the 

eneral awakening of sinners, than a good degree of attention to religious wor- 
ship, and a somewhat uncommon seriousness on «he countenances of the audi- 
ence. The next day, being in several distant parts of the town, he found the 
minds of many directed to the inquiry, “What must we do to be saved?” From 
that moment the work spread in every direciion; the demand for instruction in- 
creased so greatly, that one man could not attend all the lectures and religious 
conferences which were held; and Mr. Porter was obliged to call in the neighbor- 
ing clergy to his assistance. They have labored with him much; and no doubt 
many svuls will be found, at the last day, who will bless God, for the faithful 
attention, and plain, pungent preaching, both of their pastor, and others, on these 
occasions. 

Among the subjects of this awakening are persons of almost all descriptions, 
and of every age, from childhood to the period of 70 or 80 years. Several, who 
had formerly lulled themselves to security with the notious of Universalism, have 
been brought to serious reflection, to trembiing and repentance over their folly; 
have seen the great error of their former belief; been made to renounce the delu- 
sion, in which they were trusting, and to repent of those sins, which they once 
imagined needed no repentance. Instances have occurred in families, which 
have been established nearly twenty years where no acknowledgment was ever 
before made, nor any thanks rendered, for the daily mercies of God. In these, 
the parents have erected the family altar, and notes of praise and thanksgiving 
are heard within those walls, whose inhabitants were formerly thankless as pa- 
gans, living, and encouraging others to live, like atheists in the world. 

By those best acquainted with the town and its inhabitants, and who have wit- 
nessed the extraordinary effects of this work from its beginning ‘ill now, it is 
judged, that one thousand persons have been seriously impressed, concerning 
their salvation. How many have given evidence of a renovation of heart, is not 
known. Among such numbers, it is not to be expected that every one will con- 
tinue steadfast to the end. Some will remain serious during a temporary alarm; 
but, after a while, will probably forget their danger, mingle with the thoughtless 
and vicious, and become more hardened in sin than before. Tares spring up and 
grow with the wheat, and are not to be separated till the final harvest. ‘The 
Baptist seciety in the place has shared in the blessings of the revival, and a con- 
siderable number have been admitted to its communion. Persons of all descrip- 

tions have bowed to the humbling doctrines of the Gospel, and opposition is 
silent, if it exist at all. 


DECLARATION OF THE ALLIED SOVEREIGNS,. 


Ar the close of the late congress at /4ix-la-Chapfelle, the five great powers pub- 
lished to the world a briet exposition ot the principles, by which they are here- 
after to be governed. It may seem odd to insert these, ina work professedly de- 
voted to missionary intelligence; but we are fully convinced, that no documents 
of modern times have a more important bearing on the future progress of religion, 
than these solemn declarations of Austria, France, Great Britain, Prussia, and 
Russia. ‘These declarations expressly recognize and confirm the Holy Alliaice, 
which was promulgated about three years ago. After stating that the work of 
peace had been consolidated by the convention of the 9th of October last, the 
parties proceed to declare, that 


“The intimate union established among the Monarchs, who are joint parties of 
this system by their own principles, no less than by the interests of their people, 
offers to Europe the most sacred pledge of its future tranquillity. The object of 
this union is as simple as it is great and salutary. It does not tendto any new 
political combination—to any change in the relations sanctioned by existing 
treaties. Calm and consistent in its proceedings, it has no other cbject than the 
mainten ince of peace and the security of those transactions on which the peace 
was founded and Consolidated. ‘he Sovereigns, in forming this august union, 
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have regarded as its fundamental basis, their invariable resolution never to de. 
part, either among themselves, or in their relations with other States, from the 
strictest observation of the principles of the right of nations; principles which, 
in their application to a state of permanent peace, can alone effectually guaran. 
tee the independence of each government and the stability of the general associa- 
tion. Faithful to these principies, the Sovereigns will maintain them equally in 
those meetings at which they may be personally present, or in those which shall 
take place among their Ministers; whether it shall be their object to discuss in 
common their own interests, or whether they shall take cognizance of questions 
in which other governments shall formally claim their interference. The same 
spirit which will direct their councils, and reign in their diplomatic communica- 
tions, shall preside also at these meetings; and the repose of the world shall be 
constantly their motive and their end. It is with such sentiments that the Sover- 
¢igns have consummated the work to which they were called. They will not 
cease to labor for its confirmation and perfection. They solemnly acknowledge, 
that their duties towards God and the people whom they govern, make it per- 
emptory on them to give to the world, as far as in their power, an example of 
justice, of concord, of moderation; happy in the power of consecrating, from 
henceforth, all their efforts to the protection of the arts of peace, to the increase 
of the internal prosperity of their States, and to the awakening of those senti- 


ments of religion and morality, whose empire has been but to much enfeebled by 
the misfortune of the times.” 


This declaration was preceded by five unanimous resolutions, or determina- 


tions, of the contracting parties. The third is not of a general nature. The 
others are as follow. 


1. Thatthey are firmly resolved never to depart, neither in their mutual re- 
}ations, nor in those which connect them with other states, from the principles 
of intimate union which has hitherto presided over ail their common relations 
and interests—an union rendered more strong and indissoluble by the bonds of 
Christian fraternity which the Sovereigns have formed among themselves. 

2. That this union, which is the morereal and curable inasmuch as it de- 
pends on no separate interest or temporary combination, can only have for its 
object the maintenance of general peace, founded on a religious respect for the 
engagements contained in the treaties, and for the whole of the rights resulting 
therefrom. 

4. ‘That if, for the better attaining the above declared object, the Powers 
which have concurred in the present act, should judge it necessary to establish 
particular meetings, either of the Sovereigns themselves, or of their respective 
Ministers and Plenipotentiaries, to treat in common of their proper interests, in 
so far as they have reference to the object of their present deliberations, the 


‘time and place of these meetings shall, on each occasion, be previously fixed, by 


means of diplomatic Communications; and that in the case of these meetings 
having for_their object affairs specially connected with theinterests of the-other 
States of Europe, they shall only take place in consequence of a formal invita- 
‘tion on the partof such of those States as the said affairs may concern, and un- 


der the express reservation of their right of participation therein, either direct- 
ly or by their Plenipotentiaries. 


5. That the resolutions contained in the present act shall be made known to y 
all the Courts of Europe, by the subjoined declaration, which shall be considered ~ 


as sanctioned by the Protocol, and torming part thereof. 


TO READERS. 


WE hope to be able, in our next number, to present our readers with the 
speeches of the Rev. Mr. Huntington and the Rev. Mr. Dwight, at the meeting 
of the Boston Foreign Mission Society. 

The collection, after the sermon by the Rev. Mr. Gile, was $208, of which 
$50, given by one person, was appropriated to the Foreign Mission School. 
here was another contribution of $50, from a single person. 

















